THE YELLOW XID

From out of the thirties roars “Yellow Kid”—.30 cu in., that is! It’s
a nifty sport/pattern in a 1930 style.

THE YELLOW KID
TYPE: Sport R/C
WINGSPAN: 44 inches
WING AREA: 390 square inches
LENGTH: 36 inches
WEIGHT: 3'/> pounds
ENGINE: .25-.30 cubic inch

® To my young eyes my father’s fishing
tackle box was a wondrous thing. It was
quite large, made out of beautiful dark
wood—probably walnut. I remember it
had leather hinges. It had myriad trays and
drawers which contained a lifetime ac-
cumulation of plugs and spoons and flies
and the swivels, hooks and other hardware
that go with the sport. I wish [ had one like
it today. It could contain all the hardware
in Goldberg’s and Du-Bro’s catalogs com-
bined, I'm sure.
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by Bruce Knox

One evening as I was building the plane
that is the subject of this article, my mind
wandered back to that old tackle box. As a
boy I used to like to take out the plugs one
by one and check them over. Of course a
story came with each lure. One lesson I
learned from this was that the shiny plugs
were not always the best ones. The really
good fish producers became ragged-look-
ing things with toothmarks and chipped
paint. “Some plugs,” my Dad said, “were
designed not for the fish, but for the
fisherman.”

That tackle box doesn’t exist anymore,
but a few plugs survive. I went over to my
plastic tackle box, scrounged around the
bottom and pulled out the “Yellow Kid.”
This used to be one of my favorites. It is
yellow with brown polka dots. It has a
swivel in the middle and a “propeller” at-
tached to the front half of the body that

causes it to rotate as it is retrieved. It’s a
sunrise, still morning bass plug—a surface
floater. A kid could keep his eye on it. Yes,
it is still in good shape; not many
toothmarks, to be sure. But it used to look
so appealing in the tray. And it made a

Make a kit when you build from scratch; it
really eases the building flow.
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neat wake as it was drawn past the lily
pads on those dewy mornings.

There is a parallel with that plug and this
plane. It’'s not a trophy-getting pattern
plane. But it looks so pretty on the flight
line with its cowled Wankel engine.
Rounded wing tips and tail feathers give it
character in the air. It's not a beginner’s
airplane. It is a plane for the kid at heart.
The combination of a clean light airframe
and a quiet Wankel makes for an im-
pressive mph per decibel factor. It’s fast,

Wing ready for sanding. Inspirational fishing
plug checks author's work out.

yet quiet and smooth.

Yes, my friend, there is more to life than
record largemouth bass or contest tro-
phies. How about a sunny seventy-degree
day with winds five to ten miles per hour
and the grass cut short? Add a groovy-
looking R/C airplane and a few friends to

Tail feathers are simple; but why did our

author name the ship after a fishing plug?
share the afternoon with. A perfect day,
especially if no one else is on your frequen-
cy. But that would be asking too much! So
much for reminiscence—back to building.

CONSTRUCTION. So what about
building? I know you never read this part
of the article, even if you build the
airplane. Nobody does! Kit-builders read
the instructions, but only after they've
built the plane. Then the only reason they
read the instructions is to find out what to
do with the extra parts. Scratch-builders
don’t have this problem. Where was [? Oh
yveah—building.

Best way is to make up your own Kkit.
Build the wing first, then build the
fuselage. Cover, install the engine and
radio. Nothin® to it. I'm so sure nobody
read this far that I'm inviting you all to
“dinner at my house this Sunday—4:00
p.m.

I've still got two paragraphs to fill before
the wrap-up. Carefully carve the singulator
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‘throttle. I believe we would have made it,

0S Wankel from World Engines powered the original Yellow Kid; can use regular 40.

to shape as shown on the plans. The fra-
mistan should be let out just enough to
clear the demodulator. If you haven't in-
stalled the can opener, do so at this time.
To delay now would be criminal.

The alamand left and right should both
be cut frém the same material so that they
have the same modulus of elasticity. You
can get it at any hardware store. Building
this plane is so simple it would embarrass
me to have to explain it. Be sure to wear a
raincoat and gloves for this step. This stuff
is highly toxic. Also habit-forming. Well,
that takes care of the construction.

FLYING. Now about that first flight.
This.is where everybody picks up on the
article again. You may be a little tired of
reading that it “flew right off the drawing
board” and so am [. Granted, it’s an
achievement of sorts. But what does it
really prove? Not to be outdone though, I
decided this was the plane that could do it
for me! After a careful pre-flight, [ had a
friend hold the tail and release it on full

but one wheel caught the T-square and the
darned thing wheeled around and headed
right for me. Maybe next time. Subsequent
takeoffs from our grass runway were une-
ventful.

I'll see ya at the field. u

Yellow Kid plug looks at Yellow Kid basic
fuselage. Ship is very simple to build.

(Plans on next page.)
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