An aerobatic seaplane is unique.
Foam construction for quick
building and fail-safe buoyancy.

May 1971

THE PLATYPUS IS the fulfillment of an
ambition, after three years of frustration.

Although I had flown RC for ten years, my
interest in flying off water began in 1966 at
the first NERCM Hydro Meet, Brimfield Dam,
Brimfield, Mass. I installed a set of floats on
an Aeromaster and spent the day trying to get
it off. These efforts made the cover of Flying
Models (Jan. 1967), but the caption indicated
that the Aeromaster didn’t quite make it.

The challenge now was greater but I didn’t
fare much better the next year. The ship
managed to get into the air, but that was
about all.

. In 1968, I installed a set of floats on a
Kwik-Fli II and put in some practice flights.
Back at Brimfield in September, radio trouble
on the first flight resulted in a semi-controlled
crash on the lake shore! The second day of
the meet, I returned with the repaired,
hopefully flyable, airplane. The radio worked
fine, but the ship flew poorly, apparently due
to misaligned floats, a result of the previous
day’s damage. So much for 1968.

During these round trips to Brimfield, I
noticed that flying boats had much better
water handling characteristics than float type
planes but were much less aerobatic. So why
not build a flying boat which was as clean and
aerobatic as the land-based hot multis?

The Platypus was designed around this
idea. A low- to midwing provides equal (if
possible) distribution of weight and lateral
area, above and below the wing. Having the
wing near the water eliminates struts, since tip
floats always seem to come off the usual
flying boats. A low profile gives better water
handling characteristics, especially in
crosswind taxiing.
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A short, wide, and concave hull provides
fast planing, with minimum spray, for quick
takeoffs and keeps the profile low. The upper
and lower angle of the hull are equal to
minimize air effects and to prevent hunting as
the flight angle of the plane changes. A high
step gives easy release from the water and a
five-degree aft fuselage angle allows rotation
for takeoff.

An NACA 2415 airfoil provides good wind
penetration, excellent stall characteristics and
low drag, coupled with a low aspect ratio (5
to 1) and plenty of wing area for low wing
loading. Zero-zero incidence gives fast, groovy
flying. Moments and area are those standard
to normal multi-stunt planes. Plenty of foam
is used for water integrity.

All these ideas were great, but would they
work? This was my first plane completely
designed and built from scratch. The first test -
hops were from hand launch and the ship flew
right off the board. To have it perform that
well the first time was most satisfying.

The next step was water tests. Taxi tests
indicated that the buoyancy factor was cut
too close. When the ship went from standstill
to flying speed as the throttle was opened,
water came up over the nose and killed the
engine, However, if the plane were held when
the throttle was opened and then released, it
got up on the step immediately and took off.

The first flight was routine until the
landing—a collision with a boat dock support.
Result, one sheared wing and no hobby shop
within 50 miles (we were on vacation in
northern Vermont). The foam wing came in
handy. It was repaired with epoxy, pieces of
foam from a portable radio package, and
several balsa wings from ten-cent gliders. The
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Author holds a much-flown Platypus. Note
large stabilizer to compensate for wide bow
area and neatly cowled engine.



MonoKote then was ironed back on and the
plane was ready to fly.

Further tests and flights indicated a
modification of the hull was definitely
required. After alterations, a test hop was
made the week before the 1969 Brimfield
meet. The plane flew great until a wire let go
in the elevator servo. Net result, several pieces
of fuselage and another broken wing. Back to
the workbench and then another test hop the
night before the contest. Fuel line trouble
developed. By the time that was remedied, it
was too dark to fly! So off I went to

- Brimfield, with an untested plane.

The day of the contest was beautiful—a
light wind, slight chop, perfect for flying—and
I finally had time for a check flight. And
then, at last, I won first place in the flying
boat class! The Platypus, with both excellent
water handling and flying characteristics, was
a breakthrough toward high performance
scaplanes.

Construction

The fuselage is made in two sections: the
foam hull and the main fuselage-nacelle
structure.

Hull: Formers 1 and 2 of 1/4” ply are used
as the pattern. Mark the fuselage opening of
F2 but do not cut it out at this time. A
four-inch thick block of foam is required. (I
used blue styrofoam, but white beaded foam
should work as well.) Use small nails through
pre-drilled holes to pin F2 at one end of the
block. Be sure it is squared and centered.
Now, carefully center F1, both vertically and
horizontally, at the other end of the block.

The top of F1 is 1/2” lower than the top
of F2, which results in a tapered hull, both
top and bottom. The inverted V or concave

portion of the hull is a flat V at the front and
V-shaped at the rear, which requires some
care when cutting the foam. Using the
standard hot wire technique, start at the top
center and cut around the formers. When
cutting the bottom, hold the wire at the V
until the flat portion of the front is cut, then
proceed on around the hull. Remove F2 and
make the fuselage cutout. Then epoxy F1 and
F2 to the foam.

After the epoxy has cured, the 1/32”
plywood bottom is epoxied to the foam. Cut
a triangular piece of plywood to fit the
center, as well as two other pieces to cover
the rest of the bottom. The piece of foam
block from which the hull was cut is used to
hold the plywood in place while the epoxy
cures. Cover the foam support with saran
wrap to prevent its sticking to the plywood.

Before applying Marvelite to the top of the
hull, all edges of the formers and bottom
must be smooth and follow the hull’s
contour. The Marvelite is put on with contact
cement on the foam and with epoxy where it
touches the formers and bottom. Attach the
nose block and carve it to shape. Apply
fiberglass to the bottom of the hull, using
Ambroid cement. This tough, flexible surface
is easy to apply.

Fuselage and Engine Nacelle: The fuselage
and engine nacelle are built as one unit, then
separated for wing attachment. This assures
good alignment and provides a good fit for
water-proofing. Begin by cutting out the
1/16” plywood doublers, then use contact
cement to glue them to the 1/8” sheet balsa
fuselage sides. Make a right and a left side.

Uniquely shaped bow and tip floats are
covered foam with MonoKote finish—simple
and very effective. Quick takeoffs.

Engine mount integral

with wing fairs
smoothly into fuselage. Windshield helps keep
RC equipment compartment dry.
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ENGINE MOUNTS

ENGINES RUN SMOOTHER AND
COOLER ON METAL MOUNTS.

USED BY LEADING EXPERTS

Why chance losing your field 7 Use
& PEACE PIPE to reduce engine noise.

Made in three sizes to fit any ,09-.65 -REGULAR- .3

Drilled to fit

515 Short or Long -- 2.25
«19 Short or Long == 2.25
+29-.40 Short or Long -- 2.50

1 45=.59 Medium only -- 3.00
WJHORY  Long only -- 3.00 R/C HINGES
«60 Short only -- 3,00 ST NORE b )
+6ORV Long only == 3.0 aPrecision, free moving box Joints T
eEasy to install-will not pull eut Shees | U
R/C PYLON MOUNT ®ho ugly pegs required s
for .4ORV engines eBeautiful for scale models

&93
29-33| 7.95
A5 -74| 8.95

eFor all MULTI, U=CONTROL & G, G.
Mount, rear h
nut plate,
all mounting
hardware incl. JeAz
only

HEH EY

BULKHEAD - BELLY MOUNT
MISSION STREET ~con ba wed elther way o shown obove—

- cho
€O, CALIF 94112 = Whash are mol indluded ol no swtra charge. s

the “TWISTER"
=WORLDS FINEST WOOD PROPELLER-

cn“TIn"! These are not ordinary wood propellers.

Expect EXTRA speed and thrust.
firmly attached before flying.
to out pull any other propeller of equal pitch and diameter.

9/6--75¢ 10/6--75¢ 11/6--85¢ 11/8--85¢  12/6--85¢

PLANES CARS BOATS

® Extrocts exhoust awey from madel

3 SRk @ Parfoct for most & lanes,cors & boota
your engine. Shglie nl it any el fieations Al ool CE o © Can ba used as @ naiss limiting device
. et h y i
Speclly engine engines. Streamline, Flow through design  No,103  .48-.65 illee roil rebealean te aili ey dnglen
and dlspl. preferred by most leading experts. $4.95 ea. ® Select one toil pipe,remave sthars if
slred Teil Pipe Extensions to it oll Tatens
® Tail pipe extension furnished easy to attoch mufilers, axhoust monifolds ond mest
® All mownting hordware, clomps & efc, incl. othar mulllers. 12 length, aredhmen
T, THREE SIZES FOR ALL ENGINES themy and hardvens: echidod
16" dia
EM1.... 0919 Disp. ... $395 5 .
1/2A Short or Long -- $1.75 B2 2935 Dimp. o0 §4.50 f;::'- :::
09 Short only = 2,25 BN 45.65 Disp. -~ $495

Wing and tail must be
We guarantee the "TWISTER"

compoct-sosily attochad

A3TO T4

UPRIGHT §  SOEENGINE
ENGINE M OUNT [
Cot. L
Ca. ™ Ouscriphion
N, | Ovscrioen |, Ne. i
215 | 15 Engines | 7.95 216-3] 13 :qan- ?.:;
2025] 19 n | 7.93
201 | 19 Enaines [7.95 f I3 149 Sopee D05
=19 Enoivey - -
200 | 2935 Engines | 8,95 J 2045 | 29.35 Engines | 8.95
205 | 4559 Engines | 995 065 | 4539 Engines | 995 |
207 | .860.74 Engines | 9.95 2085 lﬂuim 9.95
74| Envo 60, | 998 208.54] Enro 40, | %95

NOTE: Engine mounting holes will u drillad
Unless oll mounn.
will be

Platypus

Next, glue the 3/8” diagonal balsa strips to
the upper and lower edge of each side. Allow
a 1/4” space at the front for plywood F3 and
1/8” for the plywood base. After the glue has
dried, epoxy the plywood base and F3 in
place. These parts must be cut accurately and
aligned carefully to ensure a square fuselage.
The 1/8” plywood base extends beyond the
angle of the fuselage but is beveled later.
Allow the epoxy to cure before proceeding.

F4 is installed now. Do not get any glue in
the area where it contacts F3, since this is
part of the removable wing nacelle assembly.
Taper the triangular strips at the tail end and
complete joining the fuselage sides by
installing the formers. Keep the alignment
straight.

Install the 1/4™ balsa base and the rear ply
former of the nacelle, the 3/4” balsa fuselage
top, and the balsa nacelle block. Also add the
1/8” balsa sides of the nacelle. Do not cover
the fuselage bottom. Carve and sand the top
of the fuselage and nacelle block to shape.

Cut out the wing opening, using the 1/16”
plywood fuselage doubler as a pattern. Make
the diagonal cut in the doubler as a guide,
make a similar cut at the trailing edge. Use a
Zona saw to cut between F3 and F4 and
along the parting line to the wing leading
edge. Remove the nacelle to attach the wing.

Install pushrods or Nyrods in the fuselage.
The 1/16” cross-grain balsa bottom is glued
on after beveling the 1/8" ply bottom at the
step area. Using contact cement, cover the

bottom with Marvelite.

Make the cutout in the hull, using F2 as
the pattern. Accuracy is essential so that the
step lines up properly when the fuselage is
attached. The bottom of the cutout must be
perpendicular to F2, to assure proper
alignment of the hull and fuselage. Use plenty
of epoxy to gluetthe fuselage into the hull.
The basic fuselage is now complete except for
the windshield, which is installed after the
plane is painted,

Wing: Make templates from the rib outline
on the plan and use standard hot wire cutting
techniques to cut the wing from a two-in.
thick foam slab. I used blue foam, cored for
lightness. Beaded white foam does not require
coring.

For covering, join two sheets of 12-in.
wide, 1/16” balsa and do the wing in one
operation. There is no leading edge. Use
plenty of contact cement on both foam and
the balsa sheeting. Wet the outside of the
balsa at the leading edge and it will go around
the foam wing without any trouble,

Square off the trailing edge and attach the
1/4 x 1/2” strip. After the glue sets, bevel and
sand to the wing contour. Prop the two wing
halves at the correct dihedral and join with
epoxy. If the wing was cored, reinsert the
cores at the center section before joining.

Bend the 3/32” music wire aileron control
horns with the brass tubing on them and
install with the hardwood trailing edge center
section. Also install the hardwood leading
edge insert. Six-inch wide fiberglass is applied
all around the center section.

Before attaching the wing to the nacelle
section, fill in the area between F4 and the
wing leading edge, then shape it to the leading

American Aircraft Modeler



ALL NEW

AILERON HORNS
I

SERVO OUTPUT ARMS

WITH
SWIVEL & CLEVIS

THROTTLE DETENT
FO

FOR
KRAFT SERVOS

$1.59 pr.

R
KRAFT 2-STICK

.98/2pcs.

$1.29 ea.

Ty

THROTTLE DETENT
ASSY

o NYLON

STICH
Wsm G
Ty

Puts the action where the action is.
Precision threaded horn. Precision

thread, molded in the swivél. Perfect

fit for free action on homn. Heavy
3/32" diameter clevis pins. The strong-

5

est most rugged link made. Short

Easy to insta11 -~

throat clevis will retain Itself, no need

for safety rubber bands. Clevis will

NYLON

Will fit the LATEST Kraft 2 stick.

accept 2.56 threaded rod. Horn s

mfg. from 3/32" steel wire and is 6"

long from bend in homn. Can be cut-

Arms fit 5/32"

shorter if necessary and bent to suit

NYLON

square shafts.

Stk. No.ASL-29

NEW!

$9.00

SAFETY RAZOR
BLADES

12/.59¢

FUEL TUBING
NON~HARDNING
30 FT. SPOOL

CKET

Stk. No.OPA-31

Stk. No.TDK-28

! cITY

SPECIALTIES
103 WHOLESALE AVE. N. E.
HUNTEVILLE, ALA. 35811

Include 25-t'for postage
and handling. 5 or more
accessories sent postpd.

OUR COMPLETE LINE OF ACCESORIES

Stk. No. Description Price [ Stk. No Description Price
01 Standard Control Horns .59 pr. 21 Nylon Strip Hinge .69 15"
02 Long Control Horns .79 pr.f. 22 Wing Bolts 1/4-20 x 1-1/2" .59 pr.
03 Mini Control Horns .79 pr. 23 Wing Bolts 10-24 x 1" .59 pr.
04 Easy Action Wheel Brakes 2.00 pr. 24 Fuel Tubing-Large-30 ft.Sp1./9.00 ea.
05 Aileron Links .79 pr. 25 Nose Gear Bracket .59 ea.
06 Push Rod Ends .59 pr. 26 Control Stick Tips (Kraft) .59 pr.
a7 Push Rod Retainers .59 4 27 Antenna Exit .59 4
08 Push Rod Exits .59 4 28 Throttle Detent (Kraft) 1.29 ea.
09 Steering Arm .59 ea. 29 Aileron Swivel Links w/Horns|1.59 pr.
10 Shock Absorbing Steering Arm| .59 ea. 30 Safety Back Razor Blades .59 12
11 Missing Link .79 ea. 31 Servo Output Arms (Kraft) .98 2
12 Missing Link w/o hardware .79 pr. 32
13 Dual Output Servo Screw .59 3 33
14 Quick Mount Servo Tape .79 yd. 34
ig Ehﬁtt]EkEge i g gg ea. 35 WATCH HERE FOR

ellcrank for Orbit Servo .98 ea. 36

17 Connector Locks .79 4 37 MORE TO COME
18 Override Device (Kraft) .59 ea. 38
19 Override Device (World Eng.)| .59 ea. 39
20 Override Device (Log III ) .59 ea. 40 |

PLASTIC MODEL
KITS

THE FINEST, MOST DETAILED
BEST FITTING KITS EVER.

THE McDONNELL-
DOUGLAS PHANTOM 11
The most versatile
fighter aircraft ever
developed for military
service. Holds world
speed records, ovar 1600 mph. A big model,
over 15" long Molded in 4 colors, all
details including all decals, all ordnance,
complete interior with crew. 150 parts.

$398

THE DASSAULT
MIRAGE II-C
World's first 1:48
scale model of the fa-

g mous fighter so effec-
tive in the Israeli 6-day war. Beauti- 50
three sets of decals for French, Is- $1
raeli or South African air forces.

edge contour. For a good fit, also shape the
nacelle section where the top of the wing
contacts it. Line up the nacelle with the
center of the wing, and epoxy the wing and
nacelle together.

Put the wing on the plane and locate and
drill holes for the 1/4” hold-down dowels,
which are glued in place. Maple blocks for the
1/4-20 nylon hold-down bolt are installed and
tapped for the bolt.

Finish the nacelle by installing the 1/16
balsa doublers, the 3/8” diagonal corner
braces, and the Tatone engine mount. Drill

. holes for the throttle, fuel line and tank air

vent. The nacelle hatch cover is made from
balsa blocks. i

The wing is completed by attaching the
wing tips and ailerons. Make the servo cutout
and line it with plywood. The throttle cable is

run from the engine through the firewall, to
the bottom of the nacelle and the wing, to the
servo in the wing.

Rudder and Stabilizer: The vertical fin and
rudder are 1/4” sheet balsa. To cover the
original stab I used .007” Mylar film, but it
was difficult to glue to the foam. The plans
now show 1/167 balsa sheeting. A 1/4” sheet
stab probably would work as well. Elevators
are made from 1/4” sheet balsa joined at the
center with a hardwood insert. Glue the stab
to the fuselage at zero degrees incidence.
Check alignment and then attach the vertical

* fin.

Tip Floats: Wing tip floats and the
secondary step are cut from styrofoam. To
keep the weight down, use only two coats of
Hobbypoxy II. For a smooth finish, apply
saran wrap or the backing release film from

fully detailed. Comes complete with
e o
SERIES 504 /4s & '/72 SERIES $1.29

E?; 21) %Efﬂ ;igmef gé FH-1 Northrop T-38A Talon
- ero Fighter
oo 3 Fere thm 7 FH-2 Bell AH-1G Huey Cobra
FC- 4 K1-43 “Oscar” FH-3 Douglas A-1H Skyraider
FC- 5 K1-44 “Tojo™
Fg- g E%-gi “;ony"t' /48 & '/72 SERIES $1.50
- -84 “Frank” 5 =

FC. B K1-100 Army Fi-1 Douglas A dESkyr!awk

Kawasaki FJ-2 Bell UH-1B Iroquois
FC- 9 F4U Corsair FJ-3 Freedom Fighter F-5A
;EH ﬁaﬁiglhémderbult FJ-4 Northrop F-58

orsair i i i

FC.12 FBF.5 Hellcat FJ-5 Dassault Mirage I11-C

\/ag & /72 SERIES $1.00
FG-1 Westland Wasp
FG-2 F8-D Crusader

ALSO: FL-2 Grumman
Intruder A-6A $2.98

CA-9 New Complete Color & Black White
Catalog 75¢

ICA-S Funeral Sale Catalog 25¢

CA-BTC-10 New Minimodel Catalog 10¢

Boss. 1240 Gilbert Road. Meadowbrook, Pa

For prompt mail order service addre

ASSOCIATED HOBBY MANUFACTURERS. INC

627East Cayuga Street Phi
May 1971

CATALOGS

Try your dealer first, of he cannot supply items desired, send his
name and address wilh your order Orders less than $1.00 add
50¢ for handhng If service 45 not completed Dlnmnll'r write

Dealers, wrate o call f you do not huc ﬂ\ps( \[(ms

Allow five weeks for Catalogs by Third
Class Mail- Aga 25 for 15t Class Mail,
normal 10 day dehivery,

1390

csi821

[TAKE A
PEAK

AT OUR
PRICES

DISCOUNT CATALOG 25¢
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"Ambroid's my bran
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AMBROID COMPANY, INC.

305 FRANKLIN STREET, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02110 -

This is the opinion of Vernon
Krehbiel, owner of the VK Model
Aircraft Company of Akron, New
York. He stated “‘since | started
building model airplanes over 40
years ago, Ambroid cement has
always been my favorite. The first

| ever purchased was packaged in
glass vials and corked. At that time
the red color was well known to be
the symbol of exceptional quality.
Thank you for manufacturing and
maintaining the quality of this

fine product through the years.”

Vern is shown with two of his
built-up kits. On the left is his new
VK-Fokker Tri Plane and also
shown is the popular VK Nieuport.
Both of these models were as-
sembled using Ambroid Liquid
Cement, the best cement money
can buy. Try a tube on your next
model or repair job, then you too
will say “Ambroid’s My Brand”'.

Tel: 617 426-939C

MonoKote over the wet epoxy. It is peeled
off after curing. Do this for the second coat
only. The hull step then is epoxied to the
fuselage and painted with the rest of the
plane. Glue tip floats to the wing with contact
cement.

Finishing: Carve -and sand to shape. Fill
any areas or cracks which might allow water
to enter the fuselage. Then use MonoKote on
the wing and stab and Hobbypoxy on the rest
of the plane. Do not seal or dope areas to be
covered with MonoKote because this will
interfere with its sticking. Give the hull,
fuselage, nacelle and rudder three coats of
dope, sanding between coats. Then cover the
fuselage and rudder with lightweight Silkspan.
It is not necessary to paper the bottom of the
fuselage, which already is covered with
Marvelite. The cowl, nacelle and center

section are covered with Silron for extra
strength. -

Apply three more coats of dope, sanding
between coats. Then paint with Hobbypoxy,
which will adhere well to the dope if the areas
to be painted are washed with alcohol. This
removes the plasticizer from the dope’s
surface and allows the epoxy to get a better
bite. The edges of the MonoKote should be
sealed with clear epoxy to ensure a watertight
seal. The wing seat must be well sealed. T used
RTV, but soft rubber tubing, or even window
caulking, will work.

If pushrods are used, they must be sealed
at the tail where they come through the
fuselage. I made a rubber sleeve which fits
over the end of the pushrod and is cemented
to the fuselage with rubber cement. It is
attached to the Kwik-Link by wrapping a

% BOX 343
lindco sOQUEL, Ca.
95073

FOX 15 RC Reg 14.95

OS MAX 15 RCReg 1698 _ $1358
ENYAI15-1Il TV Reg 13.50 — __:Emso
MEDALLION 15 RCReg1850— —  3$14.79
Midwest LIL TRI SQUIRE Reg 9.95 $ 149
Sig FLEET BIPE Reg15.95___ » 1199
Midwest LITTLE STIKReg22.95_____ $15.98
Sig AERO SPORTSTER e.g13.9s_55 999
Top Flite SE 5A Reg 45.00__ __..2&93
Midwest NIEUPORT 17 Reg19.95 3149
Si1g ZLIN AKROBAT Reg 39.95— 3 3‘}.'.;6
S.g BANSHEE CL Stunt Reg 8.95 2 11'.996
JefcoDOLPHIN Stunt Reg 15.95_. ____iE 1036
FOX 35 StuntReg 16.95 SUPER SALE—

| SEND FOR FREE DISCOUNT BULLETINS |
12 HOUR SHIPMENT with money order,
backorders only ot your request Postage

& Handling: kits from $7.51 to $15.0

add $1.20;15.01 to 20.00—$1.45:20.01 to
35.00-$235.Add 59 tox in Calife

Prices effective until MAY 20

rz-age COLOR CATALOG 75¢
110 authentic

GOMBAT CAMOUFLAGE COLORS

COMBAT COLORS, Inc., Dept. A.M.

3145 Bordentown Ave., Parlin, N.J. 08859

The X-acto that

Each of these blades (from our
X-acto set #531) leads a different
life. But the heavy-duty handle
accommodates them all. The saw
blades give hobbyists precise hairline
cuts through a variety of materials.
And the knife blades cut plastics,
shape balsa, carve plywood, work
fiberglass, cut templates, whittle.
With carrying case $3.50.

X-acto Inc., 48-41 Van Dam St., LI.C.,
N.Y.11101
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JECO-HEGI

Superb Aircraft Models From Europe

T eI

-

paifN

MOLDED FUSELAGE « RC » TWIN COMANCHE
$49.95

See your dealer first — if ordering direct, add 10% for handling and

postage. Our complete aircraft catalog lists gliders, sailplanes and

powered models — $1.00. DEALERS — send for our complete Hob-
by Catalog.

THE FINEST IN IMPORTS FROM JECO

JECO MINIATURES

2837 Ladybird Lane e Dallas, Texas 75220

TR

* WINGSPAN — 60”

IN CANADA

ACADEMY

FAMOUS CLEVELAND DESIGNS

WHEN YOU WANT THE BEST IN AIRCRAFT DESIGNS,
WHERE ELSE CAN YOU GO FOR THEM?

Whether you are a beginner or an old timer in model-
ing once you get @ C-D plen in your hands, you find
yourself odmitting, “This is it.” And look no further
when you want the best,

Sure they cost more, because a whale of a lot more
time goes into research to make them what they are,
but they're worthy every penny of their price. Thot's
the reason serious collectors buy practicolly. nothing
elsel And the models they moke, ars tops,

See your dealer toeday. Tell him we have a sales

PRODUCTS

franchise ovailable. But don’t wait, send 50¢ for a Vi

EVERYTHING FOR THE MODELER

Canadian Modelers:

Write for an Inquiries
ACADEMY CATALOGUE. Invited.
15cents, Postage free. Wholesale only.

Canadian Dealer

ACADEMY PRODUCTS LIMITED

subseription to our catolog service nowl Start to enjoy
museum quality modeling with these 400 %" 10 2”
scole plans, from 35¢ 1o $12.50. For models you'll Sr—
be proud of.
EVEN POOR MODELERS CAN BUILD BEAUTIES +F
WITH C-D PLANS—THEYRE SO WELL DETAILED - B?ﬂ‘-.

DEALERS: Now you loo can stack ond sell C-D's, either
on an open or soles fronchise bosis, as interest is
expanding of a ropid rate. Sales guarnteed the first
yeor. Gaet collectors coming to you for their neads.
You can start on a small basis and expand as you find
what is most popular in your area. It costs nothing
to lock into. Send todayl

CLEVELAND MODEL & SUPPLY 0.
103078 Detroit Claveland, Ohio 44102

*Since 19197 ——

51 Millwick Drive, Weston, Ont.,Canada.

&% -The Fue
of the 70'S

FUELS & FUEL INGREDIENTS
AVAILABLE IN GALLONS,

\BLE ND % GALLONS

& QUARTS
Sport & Stunt $4.75
R/C
Goodyear
Combat
Rat Race
Speed “50”
Speed 60" &
Special Pylon 950 65 %

10 %
500

550 20%

DEALER INQUIRIES
INVITED

e

)  RANDY'S
MODEL

AERONAUTICS

340 DIANA DRIVE

West Carrollton, Ohio 4544989
859-7597

6.560 30 %

750 40%

850 50 %

Diesel- Quart 200
AA CASTOR, SPF or UCON OILS

I

May 1971

small rubber band around it. A small section
of balloon can be used for a sleeve, but allow
for pushrod movement by leaving some slack.

Flying: The CG should be approximately
one half in. behind the step (see plan). All
surfaces must be working freely and in the
right direction. Range-check the equipment
and the Platypus is ready to go.

The original ship has excellent water
handling characteristics, so don’t worry if the
model looks as though it has sunk. That’s
normal. The stab sits almost on the surface
and the wing isn’t much further out of the
water.

Taxi the ship around to get the feel of it.
Then aim it into the wind and open the
throttle. It may be necessary to hold a little
right rudder until it gets up on the step but,
once it is up, a touch of elevator and it lifts
off. This is one seaplane that takes off like an
airplane, without fuss or spray.

In the air, it is groovy and quite fast. The
first few flights should be made at reduced
throttle, since the Platypus will do the pattern
at half throttle. Although it does knife-edge
flight, reverse spins, inverted spins and snap
rolls, the plane has no vicious traits. It can be
flown at very slow speed without falling off.

Landing can be a problem, because the
model is a very clean and will glide forever if
speed is allowed to build up on the final
approach, then flaired out. It won’t come
down! The best approach is to keep the nose
up and the speed down with the engine at low
idle. Keep the wings level, fly right down to
the water and it will land itself.

Taxiing is no problem although the ship
may take off if taxied too fast. I have had it
lift off at less than half throttle. Because the
Platypus is so close to the water it is not
bothered very much by the wind. I have had
no problems taxiing either crosswind or
downwind. I have also taken off and landed
crosswind without difficulty.




