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By Mike Midkiff

Too late to make :ts presence felt in WW i
this lean and extremely fast recon design
was one of Japan’s finest efforts. It has
the ideal moments for freeflight scale.

apanese combat experience gained in
the vastness of the Pacific indicated
the need for a fast, long range, carrier
borne reconnaissance aircraft. The
aerial scouting carried out by torpedo
bombers had been somewhat less than satis-
factory. Therefore the Japanese naval staff
requested Nakajima to design and build a
single purpose, high speed, long range recon
aircraft. Thus emerged the C6N1 Saiun
(Painted Cloud), Allied ¢code name Myrt.
This sleek, rakish appearing aircraft was
very clean with the exception of the external
oil cooler mounted on the port side lower
cowl. Laminar flow wings, which were
.equipped with Fowler and split flaps along
with leading edge slots which effectively en-
hanced its overall performance envelope, It
was equipped with only one rearward firing
machine gun which indirectly emphasized
the fact that Myrt could pull away from any-
thing our Navy could throw up.

Myrt entered combat during the battle of
the Marianas and, with the incredible range of
3000 miles, she continually shadowed the
U.S. fleet up until the war's end. Further
C6N development resulted in a proposed tor-
pedo bomber with forward firing armament;
however, the loss of practically all of Japan's
aircraft carriers precluded any further devel-
opment.

By then, near the close of the war, the
home defense role became critical and Myrt,

with her speed, range and ceiling, traded in

one of her three crew members for a pair of
oblique firing 20 mm cannons. Thus armed,
she joined other piecemeal squadrons who
slugged it out with the ominously increasing
B-29 formations,

Myrt had the dubious distinction of being -

the last aircraft shot down in WW I1.

In model form Myrt presents some delight-
ful proportions for a rubber powered scale
ship: slim, clean, front profile, and a long

nose moment with an equally well located
and proportioned empennage. The typical
long greenhouse canopy, so characteristic of
Japanese aircraft of the war, is well repre-
sented in this model. Also the peculiar, raked
forward rudder enhances the overall appear-
ance of this sleek Japanese reconnaissance
aircraft. |

As is typical of all of my WW II models,
the landing gear is constructed to plug into
the wings which allows flight with or without
the L.G.

The real Myrt used either a three of four
bladed prop, so I chose a semi-scale three
bladed prop built into the neat spinner. My -
semi-scale props seem to give as good perfor-
mance as two bladed props and I think they
contribute to the overall scale effect of the
aircraft. Straight forward construction is
typical except for the method used to con-
struct the engine cowl, wing fillets and can-
opy. All balsa wood used throughout the con-
struction should be of the ]ightef-it; available
except for the %2 square main longerons and .
the wing spars; these should be from medium:
to medium-hard balsa. For added weight re-
duction, lightening holes are punched in the
ribs and formers, being careful not to affect
structural integrity. All of these measures
should result in a total airframe weight, less
motor, of 3 ounces or less. Rather than get
into a detailed “glue A to B” type of con-
struction guide, I'll high light the unique or
somewhat difficult aspeets of the model’s
construction.

Construction notes
Engine cowl. This is built up separately

from the rest of the fuselage. Construction is

easier if the two main cowl rings, which are
notched for the four stringers are left solid
while they are aligned and sheeted to form
the cowl eylinder. This will give much more
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ngldlty and less distortion when Wrappmg -
with the Y16 sheet. After sheeting, the cen-
ters can then be cut, out. Next add the front

n -glumg to. the cowl cyhnder In thzs
utsn:le cvcumference and radii can

= ge ng Eaddie ::md tack glue in place Now
~ using the ."mj-mg edge as a guide, glue the_ .

up a_nci gfu_mg of the engine cowl i
the front of the fuselage. Next trim
- win saddle fit in the fuselage so the 1

: Whtte or grey tissue is the covermg choi
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N-aka_jlma C6N‘l “’Myrt -

mlﬂgp.les are really not

fferent and maybe a lit-

uming. Altheugh, for my
anopy like this one is less
; is built up rather than en-

m 6t finish Chart-Pak tape. (Sold in stati
:: a'ry art supply stores.) This is the best :
use fo all of Lhe can&py framing s:mulaf;
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