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Top Flite
FS8F BEARCAT

he last of Grumman’s famous ‘‘Cat’’ family, the F8F
Bearcat, originated from such combat-proven fighters as
the Wildcat, Hellcat, and Tigercat. Although never used
by the U.S. Navy for combat, the Bearcat did see service with the
French in Indo-China and with the Thai Royal Air Force.

““The legend lives on . . ."" as Top Flite says, in the form of that
company’s newest Stand-Off Scale kit. Your new Bearcat comes
packed in an 8 pound, 42%4’" x 10%2’" x 4%, snazzy red box with a
beautiful picture of the F8F-2 on the lid. Upon opening you’ll find
everything neatly packed inside (how do they do that?), including
two 35"’ x 45”" folded plan sheets, a 6 page instruction manual, and
a good 52 page reference book by Aero Publishers.

All die-cut parts are numbered and easy to identify. Other parts
are obvious by their shape or material.

Construction:

This kit will surprise you as to how fast it can be built. If you put
your mind to it, you can build the entire fuselage in one weekend ---
we did! If you have built any of Top Flite’s Superform airplanes
before, you’ll find this kit a snap.

Before you get out the glue, though, there are a few things to look

SPECIFICATIONS
NaME Rt 5 s b ittt o L e S I, e e o F8F BEARCAT
TR L [ IR R S A o B B o S WWII Stand-Off
ManufactiurediBy. <o s o ot s s = e erern syere ata erain st o el ook Top Flite
1901 Narragansett Ave.
Chicago, Illinois 60639
Mfg. Suggested Retail Price ............................. $99.95
AvallaBlelErom " st o, i e . Seeoeen s Both Mfg. and Retail
WING SPaN. — o s e e i e s s e e e 60 Inches
WINGIChord™ i ool o S s e et epegass ke ssre st 11%" (Avg.)
Total Wing Area ..............c.ovviiiinnnnnnn 630 Square Inches
Fuselage Length ................... e = fazela o A AL 43 Inches
Stahllizer Span . ok . el ke b s e 27 Inches
Total i STALTATEA 5 5 iiaehs isieis o e Lovers ey seminfariiie 142 Square Inches
Mig."Rec. Engine Range ... il i e e .60
Recommended Fuel Tank Size .............ccoiiinnnnn, 12 Ounce
Fecommended No. of Channels ............................ 4 +
Rec. Control Functions .................... Rud., Elev., Throt., Ail.

(Flaps & Retract Gear opt.)
Basic Materials Used In Construction:

AT dulbmors dona o bt ookt s 08 0o 680 g8 0n b ad s b6 090 AHo Balsa
D o B e O s, S IO £ D GO0 O SO R Balsa
Al U aCOS Er ot re e e e - e v e rereet e B LSS Balsa
Building Instructions on Plan Sheets ......................... Yes
AT ETITE R S b ok b £ o i o b0 O o 0 e Yes (6 pages)
Construct on s PholoS S R R R s Drawings

RCM PROTOTYPE

RadloiUSEd ot g i e rer o o eegee Y A g Ace 7 Channel
Engine Make & Displacement ....................... 0.S. .60 FSR
TanKISIZe IS eI v e i i s avaie e hata oLe ey et Kraft 12 0z.
Welght R Ready tolEly s o e e e S 150 Ounces
Wing Loading e e L R 34.3 0z./8q. Ft.
SUMMARY

WE LIKED THE:
Aero series F8F book included in kit, flying characteristics, easy
construction and good directions, scale details on plan sheets.

WE DIDN'T LIKE THE:
Missing wood (see text).

for. Included in our kit was a set of right and left paper templates to
use in laying out the wing opening in the two bottom fuselage shells.
Whether you have these or not depends on whether or not the shells
are printed. Ours were semi die-cut so the templates weren’t
needed. Also included was a product improvement bulletin to be
attached to the plan sheet. This details a change in stab construction.
Guess who found this little item after the stab was already built?
The kit contains molded, die-cut, and machined wood and plastic
parts. All were well done, and all parts were of good quality.
Construction will go smoothly by following the instruction
manual and the plan sheets. Even so, there are several areas where
you should use some caution. The following should be noted:
(1) Be careful when building the fin and stab. These areas overlap
on the plan sheet and are a little confusing. Use caution (and a
pencil) when marking the stab rib locations --- one reference mark
()) is missing for S-4.
(2) The plans show the shaped leading edges for the rudder and
elevators as 1/2'’ x 1/4’’, while the wood in our kit was
1/2”* x 1/2”°. Make allowances for this in the elevator/rudder




Radio Control Equipment!

DEALERS WELCOME

EDSON Thrust Ring

get more for
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IF DEALER CANNOT SUPPLY, ORDER DIRECT !

EDSON
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Heat Sealing Tool

(Model 500)
developed by EDSON

2 tools in ONE...Change heat
sealing tool to...soldering iron

in seconds.
A versatiie tool developed by
EDSON HOBB)
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Only $2795
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a 32 page, full color,
step by step method
for finishing your
model. Only $5.95
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plus 50¢ postage

Book BK-200
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Motor Mount
>

SEE YOUR LOCAL DEALER 1
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/
Edson has added an
additional hole, to secure
the mutfier from
vibrating lcose.

Add $ 1.50 for postage and handiing

New RC Planes You’ve Never Seen

... and some you don't see very often:
® Better quality than many 'name" brands
® High-wing, low-wing, and biplane models
® Up to 60" wingspans, for .15 to .45 engines
® We test every one before we'll stock it
® Available in kits or completely built

)) Ssend $1.00 (refundable) for catalog, test
reports, specifications, pictures, and more.

TK Associates - Box 248-E- Millis, Mass. 02054

The most distinctive sound in the air
TECHNOPOWER'S

e 4 cyc% overhead valves
e 5 &7 cyl. standard in glow ignition
» Also available, 5 & 7 cyl.
with spark ignition e
Send $2.00 for catalog of all our products

FLYING RADIAL
ENGINE

TECHNOPOWER II INC.

16650 South 104th Avenue
Orland Park, lllinois 60462

F8F BEARCAT

... sheets, or trim the
leading edge stock to the plan size.

(3) The aileron leading edge stock is
tapered toward the tip, but the wing trailing
edge is constant thickness from root to tip.
Be very careful when sanding the wing to
match the ailerons that you don’t sand
through the wing skin.

(4) The punched holes in the tail wheel
and elevator horns are too large fora good fit
on the wire provided. It would be a good
idea to use ball links on them to provide
tighter control.

(5) F-9D is shown in two places on the
plans — the dotted one is F-9B.

(6) The instructions call for, and the kit



contains, two 1/87 x 7/8” x 30’ wood
strips for firewall to tail block side planks.
Unfortunately, the fuselage is over 34"’ long
at this point.

(7) The supplied die-cut dihedral gauge
in our kit resulted in almost 7°" of dihedral
rather than the 4’ called for in the manual.

Other than these, no construction
difficulties were encountered. These items
won’t cause delays as long as you're aware
of them in the beginning.

We used Devcon “*5-Minute'” and **Slow
Cure’’ epoxies, Gluit aliphatic, Hot Stuff,
and lots of Super Jet adhesives to stick
things together.

We found several small items missing
from our kit. After checking with Top Flite,
they have completely changed their
procedure for packing kits. These Kits,
being very complex with many parts and
material involved, are now packed in a
different way to eliminate any shortage of
material. Each packer initials the kit they
pack.

Covering:

Our Bearcat is completely covered with
K & B 3/4 oz. glass cloth and two coats of
K & B resin. Two coats of ‘*'mostly sanded
off’* auto primer and two light coats of
R & S Perfect Sea Blue are topped with two
light coats of Red Devil brand satin

polyurethane. This provides a pleasing
finish that adds about 13 oz.
Engine:

More than enough power comes from an
0.S. .60 FSR and a Top Flite 12/6 Power
Prop. A simple exhaust stack through the
cowl side is made from a section of Du-Bro
aluminum extension. The engine has 3°
down thrust using Sterling nylon thrust
wedges. A Kraft 12 oz. tank is installed as
per plans.

We suggest you provide some additional
cooling by some sort of baffle around the
engine head. It will help to open up the top
cowl flaps as well.

Radio:

Ace 7 channel radio equipment is used to
control the four main functions plus flaps
and Rhom-Air main retracts. There is ample
room for uncrowded radio installation.
Flying:

Our Bearcat is balanced about 3/8°°
forward of the front mark shown on the
plans. This required some additional nose
weight. After the second flight, half of the
weight was removed to locate the C.G.
between the two plan marks. This made the
airplane a little more touchy than we like so
the weight was reinstalled. At this balance,
the airplane is a very stable and smooth flier.

Control travels are not called out on the
plans. Ours are as follows: ailerons 1/2°" up
and 3/8"" down; rudder about 5/16’" both
ways (restricted by horn location); elevator
3/4”" up and it hits the rudder horn on down
--- you will need a lot of up to flare on
landings; flaps deflect about 60°.

No trims were displaced from neutral
except for elevator, which has about 1/2 of
the down trim put in for level flight --- this is
needed even with the engine down thrust.

$76.50....

AN EXCELLENT QUALITY KIT

MILE HIGH MODELS CO. 4805 BAJA CT.N.E. ALBUG. N.M. 87111 (505)296-2405

r . SAN FRANCISCO’S
NODDYco  DOWNTOWN
e I SNvER

100% GRADE WITH DYE

T - - ¢ < G ——

GOLDEN WEST RACING FUELS, INC.

WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTOR
15233 VENTURA BLVD
SHERMAN OAKS CALIFORNIA 91403
CALL JOE TROCINO AT 213 788 0908

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED



CHUCK CUNNINGHAM ORIGINALS! Easy to build!

ON THE KIT PARADE! TOPS IN QUALITY!

All kits are complete: rolled plans, balsa, spruce, plywood.
All parts machine cut and packaged.

SPORTY I:%:E $6-| o0

* 47" span, 5 pounds
Stable, easy to fly. Take offs and landings
are smooth and gentle. Fully aerobatic per-

Introducing

Miss Fort Worth

The fun plane of the 80’'s
* 61" span, 760 squares $
* Easy-build, 62 pounds 7950
* For .61 engine
You got control! Response is snappy to any
maneuver you can do. A real beauty.

EINDE CKER PLANS ONLY

104" span, 1950 squares ¢ For .91 to Quadra

BUY & FLY THE BEST
DIRECT SHIP ONLY

- $20.00 Prepaid

Magnificent LAZY ACE
¢ 76" span, 1800 squares $I 2450
* The bipe-lover’s dream

The name of the hobby is fun and the Lazy
Ace is it! Designed for easy building and
flying. Power with a .61 to .91 when you
want to move. Order Now!

“The takeoffs & landings are the most de-
lightful-just beautiful and magnificent.”
Jim Mivra, Hawaii

formance

Sleek & sporty
* 84" span, 8‘/2 pounds

LUCKY LADY.

72” span * 60-size trainer ¢
‘ Plans only, $8.50 prepufci

Sky Master Industries

2440 COLONIAL PARKWAY
FORT WORTH, TX 76109
Phone (817) 924-9737

Use MasterCharge or Visa, personal check or money order, no C.O.D.'S. Add $5.00 for postage & handling. Texas residents add 5% sales tax.

F8F BEARCAT

This reviewer is not very familiar with
flaps, so he doesn’t use them at all on
take-offs, and only use about 1/2 flaps on
landings. This way landings can be made
quite slow.

The only real problem encountered was
trying to taxi on our rough grass — this
plane is so stubby it tends to bounce a lot.
Conclusion:

Top Flite’s F8F-2 Bearcat is advertised as

a Stand-Off Scale model. If your goal is
competition you’ll probably find some
things you’ll want to modify to suit
yourself. Ours was built to be an every day
airplane, and slight deviations from scale do
not matter to us. But, in comparing the
model with the photos in the Aero book, it
seems that the tail fairing of the F8F-2 is a
little different from that of the model as
kit-built. Also, the kit cowl is identical to
the Corsair cowl and does not fair into the
fuselage lines as on the real F8F-2.

When all is said and done, this kit will
give you an excellent model of a great
airplane. Build it according to the
instructions and you will have a distinctive
appearing and great flying machine.  []

America's favorite hi-performance sailpiane is
now better than ever. New fuselage makes radlo
Instaliation easier, the new wing allows lighter
overall weight, now full size plans and a new more
comprehensive Instruction book.

Coyore

Foam & plywood wing, pre-cut balsa,
complete hardware pkg. and, of
course, Dura-lene Fuselage makes
the Coyote easy to build and
exciting to fly.

$89.95

At your favorite Hobby Shop.

Wing Span. ..... 72" inches

Wing Area ..... 639 sq. inches
.9.1 0z. and up

.40 0z and up

Wing loading ... .. .
Approx. weight w/radio . . .
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P.0. Box 1916 Altadena, CA 91001




