Many times Mational Champ “Woody"” with Gown ofter ten mexes in row at semi-finols plus record-ottompt eleventh flight that went 4:08. |

» In the middle of June, 1959, the
author lost his one FAI gas ship during
the Frederick, Maryland eliminations
meet. Having qualified for the semi-
finals, a problem arose: the semi-finals
were two weeks away, and no airplane!
These were the conditions that brought
about the decision to build Gawn.

Twao ships would be built; the wings
would be identical, as would the hori-
wontal tails. In order to cut building
time to the minimum, neither wings
nor tails would be tapered. Since a
very thin (less than seven percent)
wing section and a relatively high as-

pect-ratio wing were desired, the sheet-
top wing structure was a must. Finally,
to further expedite construction, a
pylon-nacelle assembly, salvaged from
a 1954 semi-high-thrust-line FAI pow-
er ship, would be utilized on one fuse-
lage: the other fuselage would be built
from scratch, and would be of the
“conventional” { Americano) tyvpe. One
week later, after much midnite oil-
burning and much moral support from
the MOW (mean old wife, who would
like to go to Europe), two ships were
ready for test fving.

Two evenings of test flying, and a

Interesting featvres inclede engine half way
up pylon wing mount, geodetic construction in
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wing with sheet balsa top surface. Airfeil is
7% thick, The climb is straight up; 8-4 prop.

Passibiy the old champ’s greatest free
flicht. for FAI international competi-
tion on .15°s. Of semi-high thrust de-

sign. a consistent windy weather flier.

Gawn

by W. S. BLANCHARD, JR.

few modifications (significantly, a large

increase in vertical fin area) sh

that the semi-high-thrust-line ship was

the better all-weather airplane, and

was equal to the conventional ship in
dead air, therefore the decision was
made to use Gawn as the number
one ship, the conventional ship for =

back-up duty. .

At the East Coast semi-finals held
June 27 and 28, 1959, at Frederck.,

Maryvland, Gawn put in' ten consecu-

tive maximum flights, plus an eleventh
record-attempt flight of four minutes

and eight seconds. The first nine of
these flights were sufficient to win a
place on the U.S. FAI free-flight power
team (since the World Championship
free-flight power event was not held in
1959, it is at present not known wheth-

er those who won a place on the US.

team in 1959 will be allowed to com-
pete in the World Championships in
1960, or whether the team will be re-
selected).

Inasmuch as the drawings are pretty
well self-explanatory no general build-
ing instructions will be given here. A
few points, however, need further
clarification, and several other points
justify emphasis. These points follow.

For all eritical joints (such as fire-

wall, wing and tail platforms, and the

three dihedral joints), several rubbed-
in coats of regular (slow-drying)
Ambroid, followed by gauze or other
strong fabric (Continued on page 90)

Plans on next two pages




