Merrill Bell of the Thermal Thumbers
had & mew As: of 87 inch span, but
sincs he was sl testing, he didn't fin
ish wvery high,

Jim Scarborsugh, whe Aew oo many
of the Air Force renfme. was rualeinp
himael! heard from at tlhz contea: tuen-
i in @ lor of gogd times findshing high
the winner eanks Tim, out of the Air
Foree, 4 working at Serve Mechanisms
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Unusual Prizes, The San Valeers run s
20 af contest praees that is wery much
different than any other contest in that
all the trophics are the same size, the
anly differsnse being the inscriptions.
They. give them thru 10 places apd mer-
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chandise along with cvery trophy., ﬁ_,.? =
Lacidentally, we found out why we X I
8ot lost, too—they are igaring up the -1 My

aspholt ond recluiming i The contest
chded az it started reining again, A real
line contest nnd one of the largest in
Seuthern California this year. Bill Kre-
cek nnd Gene Wallock as co-coptest di-
rechars did & hae job.

We wnw some Bnc contest balsa. Sig's
s, white in color, quarter graoined and
light. We had almost forgetten what it
was Like,
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Hard Lluck Ken. To Hen Willard weuld
g2 the wearly trophy {if eme could be
presdented) for clobbering B/C sobs due
to intesference. Firat it was some ham
on 10 meters in the midwest, then the
Lei Angeles traffic contral signmls on
17.255 and just last Sundny he cinims
the power compony's transmission on
27255 spun in his 227 low wing baby.
There &2 n ot of activity by repais
efcwr due to thr damage caused by the
tntest Bantana “hot devil” wind which
we frequently ger out hese,

Transplonted Ates. We ran serom three
sodellers from England huving s real
ball at the Basin recently, Jack Headly,
Ron Harrison and Kevin Flyan by name,
Fevin haw been ever here for abauot 4
years, Jock and Eon for less tham o
year, When we asked them whether
they ever got homesick Jack answersd,
“Who could ger homesick with such &
wonderful fying field Bke this st your
dipposal?” Their opinion of the Sepul.
veda Basin: paradise. All three are very
active free flight builders, Mordic A-1
ond A-2's, gas jobs and scole medels.
They nre mew members of the San
Vileors.
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Anything Gees. When il comes to same.
thing different in' the way of contests
¥ou can count en thoss San Valeers.
Their latest club meet consisted of wn-
lirnited gliders. Unlimited to size-weight-
or towlime, But the topper was the Bve
3 minute flight limit. Some guys were
a0 B0 try te use 3 yards of Ashing
line anly to have the modsl pop off at
much lewer altituds duc to oscillatinns
under tow or line drag. But they 'en-
jowed every Right,

Thumbers' Boftle. On the same day the
Thermal Thumbers had an  unlimited
rubber and hand launched glider con-
test. There were ocnly 30 coptortants
probably duc to the lack of publicity,
The doy was very colm and Fairly warm
but only the alightest hint of thermals,

Top man in rubber was Jack Black
whe very easly posted & tetal of 12:4),
then wwent it eut wntil all the rest af
the guys took pot ahats ot his time.

In glider, semior record halder Lee
Hines had the right combination te tstal
9:24 for first place. Newcomeor to Cali-

(Contirued on page 52}
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