HERE are plans for an accurate 3/4 in.
to the foot flying model of one of the
most famous fighting planes of the First
World War. Tony Fokker’s DR.I or Drei-
decker as the Germans called it, was the
type chosen by the great enemy ace
Baron Manfried von Richthofen to be
flown by the pilots of the unit he com-
manded, Staffel 11. It was while flying
his red Triplane that the Red Knight, as
he was known, met his death at the hand
of Capt. A. Roy Brown flying a Sopwith
Camel early in the spring of 1918 over
the Australian sector of the British lines.
Richthofen was intent on trying to shoot
down the later to be famous Wop May of
the Canadian squadron commanded by
Brown; May escaped, but the Red Knight
fell victim to Brown’s Vickers gun.

The Fokker Triplanes appeared in
strength over the Western Front during
the last half of 1917 and they remained
an active factor in the air war up to the
Armistice. With a top speed of 115 mph,
fast climb and great maneuverability, this
ship was indeed of great merit for its
time.

Not only was the Tripe a favorite of
von Richthofen, but it was also flown
by his lesser known brother, Lothar, and
also Werner Voss, the late Ernst Udet,
the soon to be “late” Herman Goering
and many other well known German aces.

So much for background on this triple
winged terror of 1917 and ’18.

No serious model builder’s tarmac of
famous fighters can be complete without
a model of the Fokker Triplane. A glance
at the accompanying photographs will
convince all of the simplicity of design
and the beauty of this little job. As for
flights, the Tripe is right out in front
there too. Built with care and in ac-
cordance with these plans, the author
assures you that the Tripe will not only
fly well, but if constructed lightly and
correctly balanced it will reward you
with excellent R.O.G. flights.

We begin with the fuselage. Construc-
tion is best accomplished directly over
the plans which should be placed on a
smooth board and held in place with
thumb tacks. A sheet of waxpaper over
the plans will serve to keep the cement
from adhering to the plans and work
board. The main fuselage framework is
indicated by the solid black lines and is
of 3/32 in. square balsa. When the two
sides are completed they are removed
from the work board, joined together at
front and rear and set aside to dry. All
crosspieces are also of 3/32 in. square
balsa; they are placed between sides on
both top and bottom as indicated on the
top view of fuselage. The top view is
drawn so that the crosspieces are shown
by solid black lines and the formers are
shown in their respective places by the
cross-hatching method. When all cross-
pieces have dried in place, the top form-
ers are prepared according to the tem-

plates on Plate 1 of 1/16 in. sheet balsa.
The stringer notches are 1/16 in. square.

When the top formers are in place and
dry the side formers (Plate 2) are ce-
mented in place as indicated on top view.
Two of each side formers are required;
A is of 1/16 in. sheet, while B, C and D
are of 1/32 in. sheet. With all formers in
place we may now cement the 1/16 in.
square balsa stringers in their places.
Note that the center wing fits directly on
top of the top longerons between Nos. 2
and 3 formers; because of this we cut the
stringers connecting these formers as well
as those between 4 and 5. The cockpit
opening is covered with heavy bond
paper, and after this has dried securely
in place, trace the cockpit outline lightly
and cut away with the point of a sharp
razor blade. A rear motor hook of music
wire is now cemented in place; the space
below the bottom stringer between side
formers B and D is filled in with 1/16 in.
sheet balsa on each side so as to provide
a firm base for the mounting of the bot-
tom wing, and the fuselage framework
is complete except for a thorough sanding
with very fine sandpaper.

The cowl is carved from a solid block
of soft balsa to the exact size shown on
plans. Note that this cowl is perfectly
round except for the bottom which
viewed from the front is flat, and when
viewed from the side is sloped so as to
conform to the profile of the fuselage.
The author recommends that a small
brace and bit be used to drill the nose
plug hole. Shape the cowl carefully so
as to duplicate the shape of the original.
A smooth finish is obtained by applying
several coats of clear dope and sanding
with very fine paper. You will save time
at this point if you completely finish the
cowl by doping with white dope. Several
coats with sanding between coats will
give a good finish. The cowl bottom
should be doped a dull black, as should
the dummy cylinders which are carved
from balsa wound with thread and sup-
plied with push rods of small scraps.
Some modelers may wish to install a true
to life rotary motor, but the dummy
stationary cylinders are preferable for a
model which is to be flown. With the
cowl completed we now lay it aside until
final assembly.

Tail surfaces are next. These are made
directly over the plans of 1/16 in. flat
balsa. Matters will be simplified if you
prepare a plan for the left half of the
elevators. This is easily accomplished by
tracing the right half on thin paper, re-
versing your drawing and making your
lines heavier. By joining your tracing
and the half shown you will have a plan
of the entire elevator. Controls on our
Tripe are adjustable, so construct the
frames as shown and join together by
short lengths of copper wire inserted in
the frames and held in place by a gener-
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Super Slick Speedster
$8.95 (kit less motor)

Here's »#¢ You
Have to Do

1. Complete this sentence in 25 ad-
ditional words or less: *I bhad
fun building an AMECO Model
Plane becanse . . "

2. Enclose the AMECO world trade-
mark from the box top of any
AMECO kit, or a reasonable fac-
simile thereof.

3. Use a single sheet of paper and
write on one side only, Print your
name, address, and age clearly.

4. Print name and address of dealer
from whom you purchased your
AMECO kit. (If your dealer can't
supply you, write direct to Ameri-
can Model Engineering Company.)

5. Entries will be judged on sincer-
ity, originality, and aptness of
thought. No entry will be re-
turned; all become the property
of American Model Engineering
Company.

6. All entries must be postmarked
no later than midnight June 30,
1946. Winners will be notified
by mail within thirty days after
close of contest. In case of a tie,
duplicate prizes will be awarded.
Decision of judges is final.

7. No distributor, dealer, their em-
ployees or members of their fam-
ilies, or employees of American
Model Engineering Company or
their advertising agency, is eligi-
ble to enter this contest.

8, There is no limit on the number
of entries each contestant may
send. Address all entries to
AMECO, Box 3136, Fort Worth

5, Texas,
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Johnnie Casburn's Miss Behave
Streamliner Combination Kit $4.95 ; 4

less motor)

: Johnnie Casburn's Baby Miss
Behave . . . a little sweetheart
$2.65 (kit less motor)

Johnnie Casburn's Miss Behave
$3.95 (less motor)

HERE ARE THE

1st 2,000-mile round trip Commercial Airline
Ride
$50.00 Cash
1 Model Airplane Engine
1 Pair Cowboy Boots
1 Hand Tooled Cowboy Belt
2nd $25.00 Cash
1 Pair Cowboy Boots
1 Model Airplane Engine
3rd $15.00 Cash
1 Model Airplane Engine
1 Ameco Buzz Kit $8.95
4th $10.00 Cash
1 Model Airplane Engine
1 Ameco Buzz Kit $8.95
Sth $5.00 Cash
1 Model Airplane Engine
1 Ameco Buzz Kit $8.95
The next ten winners each receive 1 Ameco
Buzz Kit value $8.95
The next ten winners each receive 1 Ameco
Miss Behave Streamliner Kit value $4.95
The next fifteen winners each receive 1 Ame-
co Miss Behave Kit value $3.95
The next eight winners each receive 1 Ameco
Baby Miss Behave Kit value $2.65

A total of 60 swell prizes for 50 winners

Fellows, here it is...a swell contest that you can enter
with lots of grand prizes you’ll want to win. Imagine
taking a real commercial airplane ride anywhere you
want to go within a thousand miles of your home, Think
of winning a trip like that,,.oand fifty dollars for ex-
penses. Wouldn't it be wonderful? You bet it would.
Then, too, there are cash prizes and nationally adver-
tised model airplane engines, besides swell western
cowboy boots and lots of our fine, easy to build, easy
to fly kits. Get started now! Read the rules and send in
your entries. You can send as many entries as you like.
Be sure to enclose the World Trademark from the box
top of any Ameco kit with each entry.

Ghusss foo Hiapyy Hping - folhwnis Gt

P. S. - GIRLS, YOU’'RE WELCOME, TOO!

DEALER . . . you win, too, if
you sell the AMECO kit to the

winner of the first prize. You'll
get a 2,000-mile round trip air-
line ticket and $50.00 in cash.

American Model Engineering Co.
1208 Mackey - P. 0. Box 3136 - Fi. Worth 5, Texas

NAME of NEAREST DISTRIBUTOR or DEALER FURNISHED on REQUEST

Fokker Tripe

ous amount of cement. The rudder is all
one piece, no vertical stabilizer being
used on the real ship. When the tail sur-
faces are completed and dry sand them
carefully so as to insure a neat covering
job later.

Now provide plans for the left half of
each wing in the same manner as the
elevators. Join the left wing tracings to
Plates 3 and 4 and you are ready to con-
struct the three sets of wings for your
model. (The author would draw the
reader’s attention at this point to the
fact that the designer, Tony Fokker, did
much to develop the cantilever, or self
supporting wing, and so we see here one
of the few uses of the thick, high lift wing
section so common on our modern planes.
Fokker installed interplane struts of wood
only after the conservative German offi-
cials refused to accept his Triplane in its
original form, that is without interplane
struts.) Provide ribs in the numbers in-
dicated on Plate 4. Pin the spars in place.
The spars of 1/16 in. by 1/4 in. balsa are
the same in all wings. The top and cen-
ter wings are constructed in one piece
while the bottom wing is made in two
halves. Cement ribs in place over the
spars and add the leading edges of 1/8 in.
by 1/4 in. balsa and the trailing edges of
1/8 in. by 1/4 in. balsa. Note that ailerons
are carried only on the top wing and that
to accommodate same we use a rear spar
of 1/16 in. by 1/4 in. balsa on the top
wing as indicated. The root ribs of the
bottom wing are slanted inward so as to
join fuselage at the correct angle. Wing
tips are of solid balsa; ailerons are also
of soft balsa and are carved so as to
possess the cross sections shown. The cut-
out portion of the center wing is built up
1/8 in. by 1/4 in. balsa. When all wing
frames are completed, remove from work
board and shape all leading and trailing
edges to their corréct cross sections as in-
dicated on rib patterns. Sand all frames



Over 50 Cast Parts

TRUE Bulkhead Style
“Shipyard” Construction

TRUE Internal Ship
Balance and Stresses

ALL finished parts for
fast evening’s work!

PLANS simplified
for easy building

KIT Complete, all
parts, sails,

BANKS"
A Salty
Seaworthy
SCALE
MODEL
of Rugged
Beauty
that

really materials
SAILS,
too! $300

By Mait $3.25

“Big” Ship
Construction

The same buikhead con-
struction style as used in
seagoing ships. A real in-

novation in model sail-
boats!
o Balance and

Stress Control

It’s engineered to the ex-
actness of the famous East
Coast sailing ships that in-
spired its name!

ALL STAR MODEL and MFG.
2003 Lincoln, Chicago

and provide the scallops on the ailerons.

With the wings completed, we arrive
at the point that gives most modelers
their greatest trouble, covering. The
author recommends colored tissue, and
since the famous Tripe flown by von
Richthofen was red, that is the color of
the model shown in the accompanying
photographs. Covering is simplified by
using small strips of tissue with the grain
running the length of framework. The
background for the insignia is best ac-
complished by wusing squares of white
tissue applied first. These are applied
atop the top wing, the underside of the
bottom wing, both sides of the fuselage,
while entire rudder is white. Red tissue
is now applied to the entire remaining
frames. Take care to cover all portions
of wing tips and leading and trailing
edges. Even the solid ailerons are tissue
covered. By using tissue of the proper
color we assure ourselves of a light
weight job. All surfaces are sprayed
lightly with water and given one light
coat of clear dope. Take the usual pre-
cautions against warping.

We are now ready for final assembling
which begins with cementing the center
wing in place directly atop the top fuse-
lage longerons between formers 2 and 3.
With center wing in place we cover the
portion left open between these two form-
ers and the wing. Small pieces of 1/16
in. square balsa are utilized to maintain
the fuselage form at this point and small
pieces of red tissue are carefully doped
in place. The bottom wings are next ce-
mented in place taking care that they are
applied with neither positive nor nega-
tive incidence and without dihedral.
While the bottom wing is drying in place,
prepare four interplane struts of 3/32 in.
flat balsa; these may be cut to the size
and shape indicated on the side view on
Plate 1. Sand them carefully to a stream-
line shape and fit two of them in their
correct places between the center and
bottom wings. The points where the struts
attach are indicated by circles on the
wing plans.

The center section struts are built di-
rectly over the plan given on Plate 4 of
3/32 in. by 3/16 in. hard balsa. Stream-
line these and sand smooth; cement in
place (allowing for the correct outward
angle) to the top longerons as indicated
in side view on Plate 1. When the center
section struts are securely dried in place
cement the top wing in position. It is
necessary to block the wing in place;
small boxes and dope bottles are handy
for this operation. Again take care that
neither positive nor negative incidence is
allowed when installing the top wing.
The remaining two interplane struts are
now cemented in position between the top
and center wing. If the ailerons have
not yet been attached they are now se-
cured as were the elevators. The tail
surfaces are also cemented in place at this
time. The horizontal tail plane is ce-
mented to the top fuselage longeron, and
the rudder is secured to the rear of
fuselage with small copper wire hinges
securely cemented in position. The ele-
vator struts are made according to dia-
gram on Plate 2 and are cemented in
place on each side.

The landing gear is probably due for
some hard knocks, so the struts are made
to the pattern indicated on Plate 4 of
pine or other suitable hard wood. After
being streamlined, they are cemented in
place firmly to the lower fuselage lon-
geron as indicated. While these L.G.
struts are drying, prepare the wing type



REAL ENGINE VALUE
NOW ONLY $9.95!

Here is your opportunity to buy the
1946 model of the famous G. H. Q.
Gasoline Motor. ABSOLUTELY COM-
PLETE WITH COIL & CONDENSER—
Every engine assembled by experts,
fully bench run and unconditionally
guaranteed.

ORIGINALLY $35.00 — NOW $9.95
10,000 SOLD LAST YEAR

AN ENGINEERING TRIUMPH

Newer Before ol So Low a [Price!!

Indeed an engineering triumph—accomplished by outstanding G. H. Q. designers and
engineers, who have constructed into the G. H. Q. motor everything that years of exhaus-
tive scientific aerodynamic research could produce—geared to the highest possible degree
of perfection. But more than that, the acid test...an overwhelming response. Thousands
of users in all parts of the country are praising, recommendmg, and endorsing this scien-
tific achlevement It seems as if everyone in America wants one. The most hair-raising
thrill you’ve ever experienced will be yours with the G. H. Q. motor—actually one of the
most powerful motors ever constructed. Has broken records for amazing performance . . .
and just imagine—~flies model planes from 4 to 10 foot wingspread. AND JUST AS EFFI-
CIENT FOR BOATS, MIDGET CARS AND STATIONARY USE. Easy to start and simple
to run.

Everything is included: Chamumn spark_plug, coil,
condenser, tank and p, ignition wire, C
PLETE lLLUSTRATED & DETAILED INSTRUC-

5995
COMPLETE

WE HAVE ENGINES

TIONS, etc.
Fully Bench Run same day as received.
Unconditionally Guaranteed NG DEE AV
[ ovER 100,000 IN USE TODAY!! | :
SPECIFICATIONS
4 Port 2 Stroke Cycle. 34" Stroke. 15/16” Bore. 300-7,000 R.P.M. Bearing Surface 1Y4” Long.

Rotation, Either Direction. Invertible 1/5 H.P. Class C under NAA Rules.

Crankshaft, 5/16" Diam.
FRE Send for free 40 page, Jumbo catalog of hundreds of
model engine, plane, boat, car and hobby items.

SEND ONLY $1.00 Shipped Collect

C. 0. D. Same Day

G. H. 0. MOTORS, DEPT. MX56, P.0. BOX 193, STA. 0, N.Y. 11, N. Y.

RECORD BREAKER !

WE'RE DISTRIBUTORS FOR THE KEN 670

SUPERIOR TURBO VALVED RACING
P MOTOR. $32.50 RETAIL. WE'VE
GOT OTHER GAS MODEL PARTS
AND ACCESSORIES TO SHIP NOW.

MODELERS! WRITE FOR KEN SPECIFICATIONS!
DEALERS! WRITE FOR FULL DETAILS!

CHAMPION MODEL AIRPLANE COMPANY

POST OFFICE BOX M 868 SANTA BNA, CALIF,

BUILD THIS MODEL

with IDEAL'S
Moulded Hull Kit

18" Long
Destroyer ""O'BANNON"

deal
L.50 oo

Everything you need, includ-
ing simplified parts and plans.

By Mail 15¢c extra
Other kits at same prices
Cruiser ""AUGUSTA"
Liberty Ship
Destroyer Escort

IDEAL AEROPLANE & SUPPLY CO., INC.
2024 West 19th Street New York 10

spreader bar of medium grade balsa. (On
the real plane, this spreader bar actually
was intended to support the weight of the
landing gear.) The axles are made of
music wire and bent as shown on the
front view on Plate 4. The author found
this simple-type axle to be capable of
absorbing all the normal shocks of land-
ing. The end of the axles are bent so as
to enter the spreader bar; cement these
in place firmly and allow at least one
hour to dry thoroughly. While the axles
are drying, the struts may all be doped
red and you may prepare the regulation
Maltese crosses of black tissue and dope
same in place with clear dope. The origi-
nal Tripe had brace wires only beneath
the center section and between the front
landing gear struts. These are now dupli-
cated with gray silk thread. The wheels
can most likely be purchased at your
favorite hobby shop or they may be easily
made by laminating discs of 1/8 in, flat
balsa. They are installed with small brass
washers and held in place by a small drop
of solder.

The wind screen is formed of celluloid
and cemented in place. A realistic set of
machine guns can be constructed by fol-
lowing the diagrams on Plate 2; make
two, dope dull black and cement in place
on top of fuselage as shown by dotted
lines on the top view on Plate 1. The tail
skid is made from a small piece of bam-
boo and cemented in place using a small
crosspiece between the lower longerons.

We now install the cowl which was
finished earlier. Cement the cowl firmly
in place taking care not to smear that
smooth white dope job. The two large
black ventilator holes are best made of
black tissue doped neatly in place. Set
the model aside now so the cowl may dry
in place and carve a propeller from a
blank of hard balsa 5/8 in. by 1-1/4 in.
by 6-1/2 in. Carve with care and make
certain the blades have the proper con-
cave shape. The prop should be sanded
smooth and given several coats of clear
dope. Install a music wire shaft equipped
with nose plug and washers; cement firm-
ly in place and set the propeller aside to
dry thoroughly. The final operation be-
fore installing the prop and rubber motor
is to dope the wheel centers white and
the tires dull black. When the wheels
and prop have dried, install the prop and
rubber strands.

Your completed model will have a
wingspan of nearly 19 in.; if you have
worked with care it should weigh little
over 1-1/2 oz. The model shown in the
accompanying photographs was built by
the author’s young friend, Joe Hadsell.

It is a beautiful job and is capable of
excellent flights. Your model should fly
nicely on 4 or 5 loops of lubricated 1/8
in. flat rubber. The original model re-
quired no balancing; the adjustable ele-
vators supplied what little adjusting was
needed. However, if additional adjusting
is necessary small weights placed in the
nose or tail should suffice. Work with
care and you will have an accurate scale
model of a famous plane of which you can
well be proud.

A letter to the author via the Editor as
to your choice of future First War models
will be appreciated.
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