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-he first question one may ask is

-why on earth select the Fieseler 167

‘as a modeling subject. Well, it all

goes back to our favorite past-time
in the environs of Washington. Many of us
who are members of the diminishing energy
elite (talk more - build less) like to spend eve-
nings going through each others’ libraries
and plan collections and comment on the ug-
liest airplanes we can find. Well, now just
what makes an airplane either ugly or beauti-
ful? Could the old chche. “beauty is in the
-eyes of the beholder,” apply? Definitely, yes.
I like the big old “turkey’ biplanes, such as
the Martins, Vildebeests, Wallaces, and even
the Blackburn Blackburn. To me they are
stable and functional machines, and deserve
more attention from modelers. But the one
‘that got my attention, from a modeling point
of view, was the Fieseler. Everything about it

' is right. Adequate wing and tail area, won-

derful nose moment, and a landing gear de-
signed by none other than a modeler of rub-
ber powered airplanes. It just had to be good;
and, it is.

The subject was demgned by Fieseler engi-
neer, Reinhold Mewes, in 1937, in competi-
tion with Arado for a multi-purpose, ship-
board aircraft to operate from' the
programmed carrier, the Graf Zeppelin.
Three of each were produced and tested, the
Arado 195 not meeting the required stan-

~ dards. On the other hand, the Fieseler 167 ex-
ceeded requirements and a pre-production or-
der for twelve aircraft was placed.

: In May 1940, construction of the carrier
Graf Zeppelin was halted, but manufacture
of the twelve Fi 167 aircraft continued and all

. were assigned to the Luftwaffe, subse-
quently being based in the Netherlands and
participating in coastal patrol, and other sim-
ilar missions. As an interesting additional
use, three of the aircraft were assigned to the
undercarriage test center and used in mea-
suring landing shocks under various load
conditions, One aireraft had the lower wings

- removed just outboard of the landing gear

. and was successfully tested as a sesquiplane.
- The remaining aircraft were transferred to
~ Rumania and their ultimate disposition is
- not known.
- This is not an easy model to build, but nei-
ther is it too difficult as construction is en-
tirely conventional. The stringer, half shell
former method is used for the fuselage. Little

 can be said about that except that the keel

- and master side stringers are made by lami-
‘nating two pieces of 11sth square balsa to-
gether, Alignment and accuracy are of para-

- mount importance. I do not propose to go
into a lengthy dissertation as to how to glue
former 2 to stringer Z, etc., as this should be
quite apparent from the plans. There are,
however, several areas and operations which

- are atypical, and requlfe some clarification
and explanation, It is these particular areas
which I will address.

Note that the fuselag_e is constructed mi-
nus the radiator, which is made of soft balsa
sheet and added after the fuselage has been

- filled in with '/16th sheet between the string-

- erson the nose section and top to a point just

< aft of the canopy. The bottom wing is nested

into the lower part of the fuselage between
former 4 and 5, the front spar snugly matmg
against, former 4. This should not be perma-
- nently done until after covering and final as-
- sembly is progressing. At this time stringers
between formers 4 and 5 are added under the
wing to complete the final fuselage shape af-
ter covering. The spinner is built up from

- FLYING MODELS

The canopy is a good example of vacuum forming (above). The author used thin acetate sheet draped over
amale plug in an old Mattel Vac-U-Form. The radiator and slope of the nose (below) suggest the more well-
known Ju. 87 Stuka. The radiator is added after the fuselage is built.

Construction of the fuselage utilizes the familiar, traditional, stringer, half-shell former type of construction.
Sheeting in the nose area is soft, 116 balsa sandwiched between the stringers.



*!1 sth balsa chscs glued tagether w:th gram at
| 90 degrees to each other, When dry, turn to
final shape using a Dremel tool or electric
drill for a lathe, Although 1 built a three
. bladed propeller from two, 9 inch plastic pro-
i pellers, for best flight performance 1 suggest
* the use of a 10 inch plastic prop, which can
. easily be mated into the base of the spinner.
- The canopy is built by placmg clear acetate
: shown, with a balsa
. plug bemg ‘carved from the forward wind-
'shield, which is vacuum formed with a small
- Mattel Vac-U-Form, if you are lucky enough
~ to own one. If not, I suggest that a plastic
- canopy from an. oId k.lt bta modlfled as appro-
pnate i
i The stab;hzer is made m twe halvea and
* joined thmugh the ﬁlseiage by 'hsth alumi-
. num tubing to insure accurate alignment. If
. desired, the front may be inserted through-a
~ vertically elongated slot in the fuselage to fa-
. cilitate stabilizer ad;usbment durmg the
' tnmmmg stages, !
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