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CONSOLIDATED PT-1

Easy to build and stable to fly, the PT-3 would
make a superb R/C model in any size . ..

By Harold Osborne
onsolidated Aircraft Corpora-
tion was formed in Rhode
Island in 1923 by Major
Rueben Fleet. The first train-

46 scale r/c modeler

er produced by the fledgling com-
pany was the two-seat PT-1, of
which 171 were manufactured. The
PT-3 was basically a modified and

ONSOLIDATED

The PT-1 saw 221 units built for the Air
Corps with the 180 hp liquid cooled
engine.

modernized version of the PT-1, with
250 being built as the standard pri-
mary trainer for the Army Air
Corps. It became the first air cooled
engined trainer used by the Army
which at first had some concerns
about the nine-cylinder Wright
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“Whirlwind” J5 as opposed to its
long history with liquid cooled en-
gines. In short order the J5 proved
itself and round engines became the
order of the day for the next twenty-
five years.

The PT-3 was an open cockpit
biplane seating two in tandem. Built
ruggedly, it could withstand terrific
punishment at the hands of student
pilots. All systems were kept quite

simple with components designed to
offer the least amount of mainte-
nance time. In its first service at
Brooks Field, Texas, the aircraft ac-
quited itself well. It soon became
the first trainer to be used for in-
strument training when a folded hood
was fitted over the student’s cockpit.

A type certificate (#83) was is-
sued in November 1928 and the
plane entered production at the Con-

A Consolidated O-17 version of the
PT-3 used by the National Guard as an
observation aircraft in the early thirties.
Note covered wheels, but otherwise it
ditfered little from the trainer version.
Powered by the Wright R-790-1 of

225 hp, thirty were built.

solidated plant in Buffalo, New
York. The last remaining PT-3s are
in the ATIR FORCE MUSEUM at

scale r/c modeler 47



Wright-Patterson - AFB
Smithsonian NASM
ton, D.C.

The model is quite simple to build
owing to its box-like angularity. Wil-
liams Bros. 2”"=1' scale Wright J5
cylinder kits give easy engine real-
ism. Their 5-inch diameter wire vin-
tage wheels may be used to represent

and the

© SYSTEM, INSTRUMENTS &
LUBRICATION SySTEM.

in Washing- -

the National Guard 0O-17 version.
For a bit more money Lou Proctor’s
5-inch diameter spoked wheels are
ideal for the PT-3 version.

The color scheme was standard
for the late twenties era with chrome
vellow wings and empennage with’
blue (or olive drab) fuselage and the
red, white and blue Air Corps stars
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and tail markings. .

The wingspan is 69 inches with
a wing area of 1,180 square inches.
A 40 size engine should power the
model realistically. Slow and stable
just like the real aircraft, the PT-3
could be a blue ribbon winner at any
model meet.
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AIRFRANE (ONSTRYCTION
S GENER AL DETAILS,
Joseow (U.S. Aruy PT-3.

Niero. | Primary Fuvine TRaver,

The model structure was created upon drawings of the PT-3 drawn by the late Joe Nito featured in AIR PROGRESS Magazine.
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