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Henry Struck’s chaser for the ‘’Cabruler’’ was Rikitikitavi, long gone since this July 1940
photo was taken. Other than photo in Jan. 1940 Flying Aces, design was never published.

sTRUCK'S "CABRULER”

Here's a model that will even make hardened old timers do a double-
take. Never previously published, it’s a Class A cabin version of the
famous New Ruler by its equally famous designer, HANK STRUCK.

e Based upon the proportions of the
New Ruler, this Class A cabin was built
to enjoy the advantages of the sensa-
tional new Bantam 19 engine. The Ban-
tam was developed by Ben Shereshaw,
creator of many beautiful aircraft of the
early days of gas modeling. The Class A
category of up to .20 cu. in. had just
been established, chiefly due to the re-
markable performance of Ray Arden's
Atom engine.

To actually get one of these new
“Benny’s Beauties” was not easy. In
fact it took about a year. Ben was build-
ing these first engines at his home in
Nutley, N.J.. One day, a word-of-mouth
message reached me that one was ready.
So early in the morning, onto the sub-
way in Jackson Heights, L.l., to the
Hudson tubes and under the river to
Newark, N.J.. There to the Bamberger
store, sponsor of the famous Bamberger
Aero Club, in which Ben was a leading
light .. But he was in Nutley, they said,
and so onto a bus . . but he wasn't there
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With a little imagination, the famous New Ruler lines can be discov-
ered in this cabin version. The cowling just never made it.
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either. Nor was there any more than 5¢
in the engine seeker’s pocket. Now it
came down to the feet to get the pilgrim
to where 5c¢ would get him back to his
far-away work bench. This was accom-
plished eight miles later, after crossing
the George Washington Bridge back into
Manhattan. Another subway ride and
the end of a great day, and the inspiring
memory of a trek across those empty
Jersey meadows.

One day, however, Serial No. 294 ar-
rived by mail! And it was all worth-
while, because it was in a class by itself.
Today, several airplanes and many years
later, it still runs, though its magnesium
crankcase is darkened, plastic tank dis-
solved, needle valve replaced, and slight
play has developed in its journals..a
treasure.

After emigrating to Connecticut to
work in the Ludington/Griswold Smoke
tunnel as a model maker and smoke gen-
erator, evenings were put to building a
mode! for the new Bantam. When de-

monstrated to acro engincers, its steep
altitude-grabbing climb was not too im-
pressive..a too-light unrealistic air-
plane! Of course, today, the F-15
reaches 39,000 feet in 59 seconds from
a standing start. Now it's real!

Away from history and humor. The
“Cabruler” is along the constructional
lines of most of my ships of this period.
The fuselage is crected on a basic
“‘crutch” frame, and finished free-
handed off the plan. Wing features the
NACA 6409 section, with sheet balsa
top leading edge to maintain the airfoil
shape to the high point, and to stiffen
the wing against bending.

The motor mount assembly is re-
movable from the fuselage for inspec-
tion and clean up, and now provides an
obvious way to add simple R.C. gear for
dirccted free flight. The actuator can be
left in the airplane for free flight, or re-
moved through an access panel in the
fuselage.

The original was covered with white
silk on the fuselage, and red cross-
grained double tissue on the wing and
stab. If Monokote is to be used, dia-
gonals should be fitted between the
spars, and between the leading edge and
the lower spar, to box in the leading
edge and increase torsional rigidity.

The ship was adjusted for a right
climbing pattern, with right glide. This
requires some slight left thrust shims
between the motor mount and the fire-
wall. Glide circle was controlled by the
rudder tab setting. A further develop-
ment of this design, the Connecticut
Yankee, flew well in right climb and left
glide. Using stabilizer tilt, unknown to
me at the time, will no doubt help ob-
tain either flight pattern, if vou can
stand crooked airplanes . . but they ad-
mittedly are better than cracked air-
planes.

For R/C flying, the glide should be
trimmed just a little faster than free
flight, as much rudder action as possible
should be employed, in order to roll
rapidly from one circling direction to
the opposite without stalling in the
Cross over. .

Typical of the period, the ignition tray came out with the engine.
Timer arm stuck through bottom of fuselage. Looka that Bantam!
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