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N you can’t put lunad piges and sam wings on this ono! Bl you can put all ihe rosialgs efon of dope
finighas and Ducd cment indd the Bax Car Chied It represents anciher mare casadres time of Saum.

An Old Time Stunt Classic:

Box Car Chief

By Mike Keville

Walter Ricks would be proud to see this
recreation of his 1947 stunt design.

ope, it's not an RO troiner; it's &

Controline Stunt ship, and an aheo-

lute delight to fy in the increas-

ingly popular Old-Time Stunt
(TS event.

Diespite the fact that it's quite homely, the
little Box Car Chief is 8 welpome sight among
all the usunl Rimgmasters, Barnstormers and
Al Americans ot the OTS circle. It's guite
capable of performing the OTS |'51-'52
AMA) pattern as long as the speed 1= aroumsd
6065 MPH. Wingspan is 42 inches and the
ared s about 485 square inches,

Designed around 1947 by Bob Smith (per-
haps jointly with other members of the Los
Angeles "Smog Culters™ the model is a fulk
stuat evolution af the corlier flnt-bottom
wing Box Car and smaller Box Car Dinky,
sometimes colled the Jumior Kitted by the
Ricks Model Co. of Los Angeles, the plan
showed s Super Cyclone ignition engine ns
power, A Hepage ad for the “new” Mox Cor
Chief appeared in the December 1947
MAN, page 71, Thanks to John Miske, the
“‘Godfather of (d-Time Stunt”, for assisting
with the histary hire,

The model in the photos was kitted for me
by a frend in Californin and built following
our move Lo Arizone. Although the original
kit plan was used as a guide, several libertios
were taken to increase structurnl strempgth
amd to socommosdate the “modern’™ engine, o
1850-vintage Fox 29 (4-bolt bead and sand-
cast casel, [ ndded a spar-doubler at the wing
center, center-section sheeting, Yhe-inch ply
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fuselnge doublers and an additbonal fuselge
formaor (F-5) to support 8 pushrod guide, and
a couple other items to increase strength and
safety, These modifications ore permitted by
the OTS rules. You must, however, retain the
ariginal airfollis), moments and landing gear

loeation.

‘What I did mor do was use modern materi-
als. Preferring to enjoy this hobby In a sort of
Time Warp (as do many others), | like to use
traditional materials, Mine was assembled
with Dueo coment. covered with J
tizsue and finished with Randolph dope, It
has cloth hinges. solid bedouts, and — thanks
to John Miske — a 'B0s-style AMA decal on
the wing.

The maded has been bumped, thumped and
dumped and is as sound as the yen, That is,
it's as strong as if it°d been built with CyA,
epoxy, and other modern (read “expensive’)
foof. It takes & bit longer this way, bot the
aromas and ambience are pure Nostalgia
And besides, 1 like to chew ghoe off my fin
gers, The "Vintage " "Classic™ ecrowd thinks
“foam" i3 something found on the head of a
beper, and “tuned pipes” refer Lo recenthy
serviced church organs, (Whoops! [ just re
membered who edits this magazine , . )

Keep this one under wraps. Tell your
Stunt-flving buddies you're building & two
piece model fit's true: note the dowels for the
rubber-band wing holddowns'f, FPaint one
purpie and call it “Amazing Grapes™: I don't
care, Just try one, Thay re fun,

With a few notable cxcoptions, today's so-
called hobby shops don't carry Comtroline
materials and squipmont, so you'll probably
barve £ mail-order most of your supplies. Try
SI1G, Lane Star or Superior (Todbi) for wood,
The first two can supply everything else as
well. E ingg, that is, oxcept the custom:
size fuel tank, This must be hond-made if yoo
want enough fuel to complete the OTS pat-
tern, It measures 3 inches long, 24a inches
wide nnad 1-inch high. [ used a rectangualar (no
“wodge") tank custom-made by local expert
Larry Foster.

Checking the plan, you'll notice the spac-
ing of the engine mounts., To accommodats
the smaller Fox jor other current glow en-
gine} additional lengths of %X Yz inch maple
stock are added to the main bearers. Two 4-
40 halts, one on either side of the engine
mounting bolts, help secure these after
they've been comented in place.

Routing the pushrod wns something of a

One nice feature of & two-plece stunt ship ig eagy aedess 16 the belicrank, Mote both the ampis holes for
tha leadouts and the phywood doublor which tapers all the way back to the wing's tralling sdga.

DECEMBER 1590



Stuck up in The nose 5 one of thoss “new-langled” Fox 28s from 1950
[abowe 1eft). MNobe e doubisd BngEn BOATSrs 10 11 i SIMAler powerpian

chore, 1t starts high and ends low, bat you
kave a lnrge boxy fuselnge to woek in, and
there are no tight fits, You might choose to
run the pushrod to s horn on top of the cleve
tor and use the front leadout for “up™, Just
ez peertaxin bo install seme sort of sturdy pushe
rodl bl fnalde the fuselage. Mine is Ui inch
sapuare hard balsa (“RC density ™) with wire
joiners wrapped and cemented at both ends.
The support conaiabs of Lwo pleces of 11
inch above and below, and two astride the
pushrod, 5o far so good . . .

As you're probably a lot smarter than [ am
["Bet on it”, says my wife JoAnn), | won't
insult your intelligence by writing out step-
bestop assembly instructions, The plan anys
it nll. You can fake the rest. Just be sure to
keep the tall end light.

The critical aspect (f there (5 ongl is the
cutout for the wing saddle. This muost be ax
act, 5o begin by cutting your wing rib tem-
plub_:t as o guide, Select equal-density balsn
for the foseloge sides to help minimise bowe

ing in either direction. Strengithen the area
around the ' inch plywaeod bolleceank mount
with lengths of trinngular balsa stock, or fas-
ben it Lo the engine mounts with small wond
scrows in addition to the Ambraid, Duea, or
{if you must) epoxy

Use sturdy landing gear wire, "s-inch
diameter minimum. Thess ald-timers tend to
bounce a lot. Just ask anvone whe's judged
my landings. The gear can be fastensd Lo ils
plywood former (F-3) with J-balts or wrapped
copper wine,

There's not a whaobe lot to say about the Lail
surfaces. Be sure to notch the fuselage sides
for the stabilizer at zere incidence, relative to
the chordline of the wing ribs, OQffset the ver-
tical fin sbout e Lo 3% inch,

The wing is essembled by first shaping the
Y Iinch trailing edge then fastening it to
flat surfuce. Add the center ribs, which are
undercut Yis inch on both surfaces to mcoopt
the center-section sheeting, the tip ribs ond
then the leading edge. Block everything true

Adpietabde lpadauts? Mal an this ship (abowe right). The leadouwls slip throwgh
BiMpla grommats on & fosd ply plale in the wing.

nnd square, then add all remaining ribs,
spars and shecting.

Flip it ever, block it in plece, and add the
bottom (or topl spar and sheeting. Cement
the plywood leadout gubde (bueshed holes) to
the proper rib, then add a scrap balsa, false
rib around it to attach and support the cover-
g, Add the tip pleces and braces, Note that
the tip waight box out theretoo.

Cover the wing with tissue, silkspan or silk
= pnything but mylar film. To prevent the
TE and LE from hbeing crushed by the
frequentiy-cherged hold-down bands, add n
phywousd TE brace and a length of wire to the
LE, both at the center section. Purchnss n
hefiy supply of gosd Veinch rubber bands
amd change them before svery Might. (Close
wiur eves and imagine the wing popping frece
at the top of a Vertical Edght. Guaranteed ws
amuse the spectators). Be sure to make the
loops in the ends of youwr leadouts small
enough to fit through the bushed openings in
the leadout guide,

Baaking in the bright Southwest sun, Mie's Sow Cir Chiaf fRittlully secreates the outlines of the original 1947 modal,
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Box Car Chief

Thaore's Mol MUch Lo RRy SDoUL tha ail (aBowe M) axcegl 10 kidp 1FD slab ag
0 ncidence and olfas tha rudder by " 10 ¥ nch, I8 & ot bad sea—in tact

Assomble overything nnd balance it on the
front leadout ar wing spar. The model in the
photas needed one ounce of lead up front.
Control is positives the model tums tghtly
and until 1 slowed down the controls o bit,
flew about like a Feaofloo. Don't try Lo foat it
in on landing. That forward-placed gear
makes the model act like 8 kangaros. Come
in at a fairly high rate of speed, “drive” it an,
and hold it there with a touch of *Down™ ele-
vator until it drops the tadlskid.

A word or two about the Obd-Time Stunt
avent: it's been written bofore, but what it is,
is “Stunt Without the Ulcers"”. Today's
state-of-the-art Precision Adrobatics ma-
chines are extremaly efficiont ot their task,
But, for the most part, are os uniquee as toe
day’s cars, For instance: which excites you
more, & 1991 Chevy or a 1948 Maorcury? At
the bocal nirport, would you rother see ane
other Cessnn 172 or a Hyon ST7 IE's dhar sort
af thing. (h sure, we compete, and we do try
to win, but it's more fun looking ot the other
guys' models and admiring the way things
used to be done before the foam'n'fiberglnss
erie. There @5 & growing trend toward Things
From Simpler Times: back when it was al
right to burn the leaves, but not the flag, The
increasing popularity of OTS, ond it= cousin,
Nostalgia Stunt, reflects this.

Now, if the Hox Car Chief is just roc
homedy for you {Someane once said, “Heauty
i# in the oyve of the beholder, but Ligly goes
clear to the bone!™), try another design,
Plans, and some fine kits, are available for
many of the vintage C/L Stunt designs,
Your'd be amupzed at the number of RC flyers
wha're coming back to O because af this
evont, Even today's OT. Stunt “stars” fly
OTS: PAMPA (Precision Acerobatics Moddel
Filots Association) President Ted Fancher
was heard o say, “Same of my best frends
.- are TS flyers.” (That was just before he
won Lhe event at the Vintage Stunt Champi-
onshipa for the second year inoa rowl)

Plans are . Of course, I'd be
pleased if you built one of these (so would
Carstons), Two god sources for 0TS plans
are John Miske, 4156 Clifton Blvd., Clifton,
NJ 07013, nnd Tom [Mxan, Swite 400, 1948
Peachtres Rd,, Atlanta, GA 305309, There are
othars, too.,

For infarmation on kits, plans, conbests,
ete., join PAMPA. Annoal dues are §15.00.

FLYIMG MODELS

You'll receive the hi-monthly “Stont News™
which fontures probably more than its share
of OTS information. Send your name, ad-
dress, phonels) and AMA mumber to the
Membership Secrotary: Chorles Pate, 2106
Fernwood Drive, Mashville, TN 37216, (Non=
US memberships are welcome, Due to in-
creased postage costs, andual dees for for-
ofgn members are US-S25.00),

i's & prafy gocd ane—=io pul a ply doubler along 1ha 1op of the trailng odge
carlar seclion b kepp Ihe rubber bands from crushing i

If you have any questions on this design,
or just want to discuss the Good O3d Days —
silk-and-dope, “PowerMist”, Navy Hose
Nata, ete. — or want mone information on the
anmual “Vintage Stunt Championships®, 1
can be found at 6100 E. Ivyglen, Mesa, AZ
BH206,

When your Hox Car Chie) i complete, hew
nbput sending me o phote or twa? o

There's corainly somathing beautiiud hare and it Isn' the planal That's Mike's daughter, Micha®ia, 14,
helping dad’s plane cacl aff in the 111 heat of Phoanix. Michelle™s a good CfL pilat in hee own right
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