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"+ head was pinned flat to the plan, and with

The fuselage is éasily built by pinning
. idown the two lamimated Yhs square strips.

which 1 attached the upper bulkheads. It

i proceeded to add all of the 1s square string- -
. ers. It gets a bit hairy around the 7.7mm ma-
.+ ‘chine gun fairings but I felt that these fair-
. ings characterize the A6M and ought to be
“included. As it turned out, they were defi-
- nitely worth:the bit of extra work. o
_bulkhesds added. Take care that the lower
- bulkheads are vertical. The Y16 X !5 bottom

Tough i ity o e s o Cre o S o st ks
‘larger countorpart allowing the wing ioading to stay within an aoceptable framework. :

:

2 et stringers, wi :

B SRl ey AT . lizer strips were all put on ai this time as well

8ize 50 that wing Joading is nc MIW@?”%MWW as the finished cow] assembly and the foam

My model, less rubber and nose w ‘and also rounded. and shaped the tip bows tail cone. (Use hollowed ont saft balsa if you

‘weighs five bunces {146 grams). and leading edges. The turbulater strip is lo- - can't stand foam,)

w ,&n‘m 4 At id-way bet: aﬁwh&mﬁmmﬁ -1 carved a canopy moid. from a piece of
g and tall G o main sp -

: ol Y X -spruce 2 X 4. Asusual, I had a bit of wood

that, big o ik

St et The

.to avoid this is to cither completely fill the
* grain to a glass-like finish or leave the first

e canopy on the mold and then pull a second
. “one over the first. While 1 haven't tried the
cowl ‘front of the canopy will have to be trimmed
ring-«  to fit over and between the gun fairings. Inci-
ple. dently, on the actual sircraft these gun

F4U/A6M, Specifications Comparison
Here is how my two 1” scale warbirds compared. The lighter wing
loading of the F4U made it a little easier to trim. I'm sure with a
lighter aft fuselage that the A6M wing loading could be reduced to
approximate the F4U. Keep this in mind when you build yours.

F4U A6M3

1} Airframe less rubber/mose ballast *7(203) *5 (145)
2} Airframe with rubber/nose ballast 8.25(239) 7.4 (215)
3) Rubber 1.4 (41) 1.2 (35)
4) Nose ballast .85 (25) 1.2 (35)
5) Strands of /4" rubber (Oldtimer
Models) 10 8
6) Motor length 28" 27"
7) Flying loading grams/inch .72 gms/in. .95 gms/in.
8) Three-blade prop. diameter (inches) 13 11
*ounces (grams)

This comparison ought to stimulate some of you WW 1I fighter
afficionados to get started on your favorite warbird. There are plenty
of excellent jumbo projects like the P-39, P40, F6F, SBD, P-51, and
yes, even some twin engine types like the P61, B-26, and P-38. Keep
Lue progess. Vvhen this ’em light and they'll fly 2 mile! Good hunting. As for me, the SBD or
. ompleted the cents T goction mak- TBF look like excellent projects . . .
»tip. It is easy to be off by a Yie inch ot

. over the top view. These laminated the -

“’ ."‘;"“_l.om_” was added next. The Yie square ;

. 005 butyrate plastic. A professional model * .






Choice of realistic finish for the Zero may lead you to use some non-traditional
sources. Bottom grey was Floquil’'s model railroad Cement color.

was 7.2 ounces (209 grams). With 225 square
inchesofm.thisputawmghadmgat .93
grams/square inch, which is slightly above
the optimum. By comparison, the F4U came
inataﬂymgwe:ghtmngloadmgoﬁ.'??
granm.-‘square inch. In comparing the two

models further, I found that whereas the
A6M weighed in at 87% of the F4U flying
weight it had only 73% of the wing area. So
much for building the clipped wing version!
My A6M bare (less rubber and ballast)
weighs five ounces (145 grams). I suggest
that you carefully pick your wood and keep
the aft end as light as possible to reduce the
amountoinosebaﬂastrequm 1t flies fairly
well, but with its higher loading it flies faster
than the F4U.

I have offset this to some extent by mov-
ing the C.G. forward which increases the an-
gle of attack and consequently allows slower
flight. The penalty, however, is increased
downthrust which reduces available climb
power. The solution is obvious: build lighter.
With this set-up, a touch of up-elevator tab
may be required for glide trim.

I always glide first in tall grass and then go
to 100-turn powered flights. My first pow-
ered flights were pretty exciting. The A6M
would climb in a left turn, then power stall,
followed by the standard torque roll to the
left with a quick, almost vertical descent.
Thanks to the tall grass there was no damage
done. Downthrust would not stop the power
stall until I added right thrust and estab-

Initial powered flights were pretty exciting until a bit of right thrust was added
to correct a steep climbing left turn. See text for details.

lished a right hand power pattern. No matter
what I did when it flew left, it would eventu-
ally roll in. To the right it will maintain a
moderate climbing spiral turn, eventually
transitioning to a flat descent with the prop
ticking off its last few turns. Initial flights
were made with eight strands of Oldtimer
Models s X 21 inch rubber. This length,
however, provided too much torque at launch
so I made up a 27 inch motor which was
much more manageable for the initial burst. I
recommend that you start with 26-27 inches;
just be sure to braid it to shorten it to 14-15
inches. This really helps trim. Consider, too,

aileron trim tabs similar to the fin
and stabilizer. They make wash-mfwash-out
adjusting a snap. =
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