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= ,_u Designed by:
e % . P, S o Gary Fuller
s Twin Engine Sport Scale
- L =
Or .48-.65 4-Stroke Engines Whoaw:
WING CHORD
B G ar F I I 10.5 Inches (Avg.)
Y y rulier TOTAL WING AREA
1000 Sq. In.
WING LOCATION
Mid-Fuselage
AIRFOIL
Semi-Symmetrical
WING PLANFORM
Double Tapered
DIHEDRAL, EACHTIP
3Inches
OVERALL FUSELAGE LENGTH
68-1/4 Inches
RADIO COMPARTMENT SIZE
16" (L) x 4" (W) x 3" (H)
STABILIZER SPAN
31-1/4 Inches
STABILIZER CHORD (inc. elev.)
7 Inches (Avg.)
STABILIZER AREA
210 5q. In.
STAB AIRFOIL SECTION
Flat
STABILIZER LOCATION
Top of Fuselage
VERTICAL FIN HEIGHT
11 Inches
VERTICAL FIN WIDTH (inc. rud.)
10 Inches (Avg.)

REC. ENGINE SIZE
A0-.50 2-Stroke; .48-.65 4-Stroke
FUEL TANK SIZE
100z (2)

LANDING GEAR
Tricycle/Retractable
REC. NO. OF CHANNELS
5
CONTROL FUNCTIONS
Rud., Elev., Throt,, All., Retractable Gear
C.G.(from L.E.)
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3-3/4 Inches
ELEVATOR THROWS
1" Up — 1" Down
Optional fiberglass cowls can be used AILERON THROWS
if desired, to further enhance the 1" Up — 5/8" Down
A-26's scale appearance. RUDDER THROWS
1-1/2" Left — 1-1/2" Right
night attack operations on the Ho Chi  models have been known to be good gﬂggggggggm
Minh trail. The U.S. Navy alsouseda  fliers, so I chose it as the basis for this DOWNTHRUST/UPTHRUST
version of the A-26, designated the JD1 ~ design. [ also tried to keep the cost =5
for target towing and drone launching. down by designing it to use a pair of .40 BASIC MATERIALS USED IN CONSTRUCTION

I wanted to build a fairly large and  sized engines. The fuselage is built like Fuselage ....... Balsa, Ply & Hardwood
simple twin engine scale plane for  most trainer and sport models utilizing Wing ........... Balsa, Ply & Hardwood
general weekend flying. It did notneed  sheet balsa for the top, bottom and Empennage ............... Balsa & Ply
to be exact scale, I just wanted itto be  sides. The tail surfaces are built up Wt.Ready ToFly ....... 1920z (12 Lbs)
recognizable asa scale model and easy  using 1/4" balsa framework sheeted Wing Loading ......... 276 0z./8q. Ft.
to build and maintain. Other A-26  with 1/16" balsa. The wing is a fairly
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straightforward D-tube design with
building tabs drawn on the ribs so it can
be built flat on a building board. The
engine nacelles are built like the
fuselage and are open at the bottom for
the landing gear to retract into. The
nacelles are simply glued to the wing
with epoxy using glass cloth for
reinforcement. I did not go to any great
length to keep the weight down as |
built my A-26 and it came out at around
12 1bs. I feel I could have saved some
weight by using contest grade balsa and
lighter retract units but I decided to use
some retracts that [ had on hand and 1
wanted to keep the cost of the wood
down. While this model of the A-26 is
not geared toward the beginner, it is
fairly simple to build. The flight
characteristics are very good and show
no bad habits provided both engines are
running. Even if you do lose an engine,
the plane is very controllable. The
tricycle landing gear makes take-offs a
breeze. If you have never built a twin

102  RCM August 2004

el

engine model before, don't let that scare
you away from building your own A-26.
This simple one may be just what you
are looking for.

Building the Fuselage:

The sides are fairly long and you
will need to splice on some additional
wood to get the wood to the correct
length and width. I recommend you
make the splice in the wing saddle area
that will be reinforced by the 1/8" balsa
doubler. I also suggest you have the
saddle doubler cut before you cut the
fuselage sides so you can glue the
doubler on to reinforce the splice joint
as soon as the sides are cut. Don't forget
to make a left side and a right side.
Once the doubler's glue is dry, mark the
fuselage sides for all the bulkheads.
Glue the 1/2" balsa triangle stock to the
fuselage sides as indicated on the plans.
Next glue bulkheads 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7B,
8B, 9B, 10B, 11 and 12 to the inside of
the right fuselage side while it is lying

flat on the table. Make sure they are all
perpendicular to the fuselage side. Glue
the 1/2" square hardwood nose landing
gear mount to bulkheads 2 and 3. Glue
the left fuselage side to the bulkheads, I
did this starting with bulkhead 2, then |
made sure the sides were aligned to
each other using a carpenter square. |
then glued the side to bulkhead 12, 1
alternated gluing a front bulkhead to
the side, then a rear bulkhead, until they
were all glued to the left side. Turn the
fuselage up so it rests on its bottom and
weight it down or pin it so it won't
move. Carefully bring the tail end of the
fuselage together, making sure it's
straight by sighting down the centerline
of the fuselage, then glue bulkhead 17
in place at the tail. Install bulkheads 13
through 16 and glue in place, making
sure the fuselage is still straight. Glue
bulkhead 1 in place at the nose, making
sure the fuselage is still straight. Glue
in the 1/4" plywood wing hold-down
mounts and reinforce with some 1/4"
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RIGHT: Install the bulkheads with a square to ensure they are 90° to the sides.

balsa triangle stock. Temporarily install
the retractable nose gear unit and the nose
wheel steering cable tubes as necessary.
Remove the nose wheel assembly, then
sheet the bottom of the fuselage with
3/16" balsa with the wood grain running
crosswise to the fuselage. Mark the
opening for the nose wheel well and cut it
open at this time. Glue the top 3/16" balsa
sheeting in place. Install the nose block,
tail block and canopy. then carve and sand
these to shape. Rough-sand the fuselage
to round off the top and bottom as shown
on the plans but don't final-sand the
fuselage until it is more complete. Set the
fuselage aside now and build the wing
and tail surfaces.

Tail Surfaces:

The dihedraled horizontal stabilizer
is fairly easy to build. Use stiff hard
balsa for the tail surface framing. Build
one of the stab panels over the plans and
sheet the top surface only. After the glue
has dried, remove it from the plans and
prop it up so that the plywood stab joiner
lies flat on the table for the other side.
Build the other side the same way you

built the first side and sheet the top
surface only. When the glue has dried,
remove the horizontal stabilizer from the
table. Turn it over and install some 1/4"
balsa scraps at the hinge locations for

This is the Century Jets retractable nose
gear mounted in the forward fuselage.
The nose wheel steering cables run in
yellow inner NyRod.
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This is the bulkheads _
after they are installed.

LEFT: This is the right fuselage side with the 3/8" balsa triangle stock and the 1/8" balsa doubler installed and ready for the bulkheads.

reinforcement. Sheet the bottom of the
stabilizer one side at a time by allowing
the side that is not being sheeted to hang
over the side of the table while the other
side is being sheeted. Note that the 3/8"
balsa fillers between the elevators are
part of the stab. The fillers are glued to
the back of the stabilizer after the
sheeting is complete. The elevators are
framed up over the plans and sheeted on
both sides with 1/16" balsa. Temporarily
hinge the elevators to the stabilizer.

The vertical fin and rudder are built
the same way as the horizontal stabilizer
and elevators. Don't forget
to add some scrap 1/4"
balsa for the hinge rein-
forcement. The rudder
control horn is made of
1/16" brass sheet soldered
to 1/4" music wire (see
plans for detail). Drill and
slot the rudder to mount
the control horn now but
do not glue it in place yet.

Wing:

Pin the lower wing spar
on the plans in the location
shown. Then glue all the ribs to the
lower spar except for rib #1, making
sure the ribs are perpendicular to the

The bulkheads in place and the sides
glued together, nose to tail.

work surface. Place the upper wing spar
in the slots on the ribs and glue the ribs
to it, keeping the ribs perpendicular to
the work surface. Using the rib #1
dihedral template as a guide, glue rib #1
to the upper and lower spars. Glue on
the 3/8" leading edge next. Glue the
hardwood blocks for the hold-down
bolts to the leading edge and ribs #1
and #2 and sand to match the contour of
the ribs. The 1/4" balsa aileron spar is
glued to the back of ribs #1 1B through
#16 and the top of the aileron spar is
sanded flush with the top of the ribs.
Glue the 3/8" x 3/32" balsa aileron spar
top sheeting to the aileron spar and ribs.
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LEFT: Windex is sprayed on the fuselage top sheeting to

AT

X BT BALSA =S8

the vertical stabilizer core before sheeting. The horizontal stabilizer is built in the same way.
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LEFT: Both sides of the horizontal stabilizer and elevators are built flat on the work table. RIGHT: When joining the stabilizer halves,
the side of the stabilizer that the plywood joiner is on has the top surface sheeted, it is then propped up so the joiner can be glued to

the other side.
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ABOVE LEFT: This is rib #1 being glued to the leading edge and the spars using the rib jig to
set the proper angle. ABOVE RIGHT: After the top of the wing has been sheeted, use a
square to guide a 1/4" sharpened brass tube to make the slot for the 1/4" plywood wing

After the horizontal stabilizer cores have
been joined and the top sheeted, flip the
core over and let the side not being
sheeted averhang the edge of your work
table. In the background the elevators are
being sheeted.

Joiner. A file is used to clean up the slot. Be careful not to damage the spars.

The 1" x 3/32" balsa trailing edge top
sheeting is glued to the top of ribs #7
through #11. The rest of the 3/32" balsa
top sheeting can then be glued to the
ribs starting at the leading edge and
working toward the trailing edge. Glue
on the top 1/4" x 3/32" balsa rib caps.
The 1/4" plywood wing joiner is
installed next. I did this by placing a
carpenter square up against rib #1 at the
location for the wing joiner. Then [ used
it to guide a sharpened 1/4" outside
diameter brass tube that | used to
remove most of the balsa for the slot in
the three inboard ribs. A file was then
used to clean up the slots for the final

fit of the wing joiner. Remove the wing
from the building board so you can flip
it over as you fit the joiner. Take your
time here and ensure that the joiner has
a nice tight fit. You may want to cut the
joiner slightly oversize so you can trim
it for a good fit. I used epoxy to glue in
the wing joiner while keeping it at a 90°
angle to rib #1. Take some 3/8" x 1/2"
scrap and glue to the top and bottom
spars where the outer end of the the
joiner is not covered by the spars. Take
some 3/8" balsa scrap and fill in-
between the spars near the root rib to
increase the joiner's thickness to match

the spars',
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LEFT: The plywood wing joiner is being installed here. Scrap balsa is used to reinforce the joiner toward the outboard end, due to the
angle of the spars. Note the hardwood block at the leading edge for the wing mounting screws. RIGHT: The center trailing edge of the
wing mounted to the fuselage. Note that the wing is bolted on from the bottom.
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QARD NACELLE 1" PLYWOOD BOLBLER : .ll \
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LEFT: These are the nacelle sides after the 1/8" plywood doublers are installed. The 1/4" balsa triangle stock is being glued on. RIGHT:
This is the left inboard nacelle side showing the firewall with the engine mount and bulkheads 2 and 3 along with the landing gear
plate and Century Jets main gear retract unit installed.

LEFT: The aileron servo is mounted using hardwood blocks. The servo horn exits the bottom of the wing. Note the hinge points and
"Horny Hinge" installed in the aileron. RIGHT: The engines are installed on their mounts, then the engines are boited to an aluminum
angle using their propeller shafts. This will keep the engines aligned to each other as the nacelles are glued to the wing. Washers can
be used later to add out-thrust if needed.

LEFT: The nacelle to wing glue joints are reinfarced with fibergiass cloth inside the nacelles. RIGHT: The fuselage center section over
the wing is being installed here. The top has not yet been sheeted. This part of the fuselage is removable with the wing.
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LEFT: A small hole is cut in the side of the fuselage for access to the rudder control horn. This hole is covered over when the fuselage

2 L

is MonoKoted. RIGHT: The forward part of the fuselage before covering. Note nose and canopy blocks carved and sanded to shape.

Install the 1/16" balsa shear webs to
the front of the spars in-between the
ribs as shown on the plans; make sure
the wood grain is running vertical.

Before sheeting the bottom of the
wing you may want to run some string
to pull the aileron servo lead and retract
air lines through the wing. Then sheet
the bottom of the wing. After the
bottom sheeting's glue has dried, glue
the 3/8" x 1" balsa trailing edge to the
back of the ribs and sheeting. Shape the
trailing edge to the airfoil contour when
the glue is dried. Build the aileron and
temporarily hinge it to the wing. |
mounted the aileron servo to some
hardwood blocks, then fitted the servo
to the wing at the location shown on the
plans; then the hardwood blocks were
glued to the spars. Some holes were
punched through rib #14 so the servo
mount screws could be accessed. Glue
the wingtip blocks in place and sand
to shape.

Build the left wing in the same
manner as you built the right wing, then
glue the wing together with epoxy and
reinforce the center joint with some 1"
wide glass cloth after the 1/4" plywood
wing mount plate is glued on.

The wing is mounted to the fuselage
next. I did this by placing the fuselage
on the work table, I then weighted it
down so it was nice and stable and
would not move. The wing was then
placed on the fuselage and fitted to it
and squared by measuring from each
wingtip to the aft end of the fuselage
and moving the wing until I had an
equal distance from each wingtip to the
end of the fuselage. Using a 13/64" drill
bit, I then drilled the four holes for the
wing hold-down bolts. The wing was
then removed from the fuselage and the
holes in the wing were tapped for
1/4-20 bolts. The holes in the wing

mount blocks in the fuselage were
then enlarged with a 1/4" drill bit. (The
wing is bolted to the fuselage from
the bottom.)

Once the wing has been fitted to the
fuselage, mount the horizontal sta-
bilizer. The horizontal stabilizer is
mounted at 0 degrees incidence to the
wing. Because the fuselage and stab
saddle are tapered toward the back, the
dihedral stab will not rest on the saddle
at the incidence you think it should. The
saddle must be built at a positive angle
to allow the stab to sit at 0 degrees. Pin
the stab in place and check it with an
incidence meter before you glue it. You
may need to sand the stab saddle at the
front or rear to correct for all the strange
angles. Once the horizontal stabilizer is
mounted, mount the vertical stabilizer
along with the dorsal fin.

Engine Nacelles:

The engine nacelles are built
basically like the fuselage. | originally
designed the A-26 with profile wood
cowls, but I have also tried a set of 7"
round fiberglass cowls from Stan's
Fibertech. The glass cowls look a bit
more scale at the expense of slightly
less instant access to the engines for
field maintenance. The choice is yours
and both are shown on the plans. Decide
if you are going to use 2-stroke or
4-stroke engines and cut the side
doublers and firewall to the appropriate
size. Drill the holes in the firewalls for
the engine mounts you will use. Glue
the doublers to the nacelle sides and
glue the 3/8" balsa triangle to the sides
in the location shown on the plans. Be
sure to make left and right inboard and
left and right outboard nacelle sides.
After the doublers' glue has dried, lay
both of the inboard nacelle sides so they
are top to top on your work table. Glue

A-26
INVADER
BILL OF MATERIALS

20—1/8"x 3" x 48" Balsa Sheet

7— 1/2" x 48" Balsa Triangle

| — 1/4" x 48" Balsa Triangle

5—13/16"x 3" x 48" Balsa Sheet

1 —1/4"x 3" x 48" Balsa Sheet

1—3/8"x 3" x 48" Balsa Sheet

6—1/16"x 3" x 48" Balsa Sheet

13—3/32" x 3" x 48" Balsa Sheet

1—1/4" x 3/8" Balsa

2—1/4"x 1/2" Balsa

4—3/8"x 1/2" x 48" Spruce or Basswood

| — 1/8" x 12" x 48" Birch Plywood

| —3/16" x 6" x 12" Birch Plywood

| — 1/4" x 12" x 36" Birch Plywood

| —1"x3"x 12" Balsa Block

| —1/2"x 1/2" x 12" Hardwood

2 —4-1/2" Wheels

1—3-1/2" Wheel

2— 100z Fuel Tanks

4—Rolls Of Covering

Retractable Tricycle Landing Gear Suitable
For 10-15 Lb. Atrplane

If you wish to make your A-26. little more
scale-like, optional 7" round cowls are
available from Stan's FiberTech, 2575 Jackson
St., Riverside, CA 92503, (909) 352-4758.
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LEFT: The forward part of the nacelle has lots of room for the fuel tank and the throttle servo. Both may need to be moved back if
using 4-stroke engines. RIGHT: The right nacelle showing the installed main gear. The cut-out in the trailing edge is for clearance of

the wheel.

LEFT: The receiver battery is J'ocated on a shelf just behind the trailing edge of the wing to get the Center of Gravfty right. RJ'GHT The
retract air tank is simply glued to the bottom of the fuselage with RTV. The retract servo and air valve are visible along the right side of

the air tank.

one firewall, one N2 and one N3 to
each inboard side, making sure they are
perpendicular to the sides and the cut-
outin N3 for the retract mechanism is
next to the inboard nacelle side. Glue
the landing gear plate to the side and to
N2 and N3, making sure the cut-out for
the retract is next to the inboard nacelle

Download & Free Catalog from the World's Langest Manufacturer
of Mode| Airplane Cowls, Wheelpants & Accessories

wwwi. fiberglassspecialtiesinc.com

Phone: (479) 359-2429  Fax: (479) 358-2259
Hours: Monday - Friday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. CST

side. Next, the outboard nacelle sides
are glued in place. Once the glue has
dried for the outboard nacelle sides,
turn them up so they are resting on their
bottoms. Carefully pull the back end of
the nacelles together, keeping the
nacelle straight and glue the balsa end
block to the sides. Repeat this for the
other nacelle. Sheet the top and bottom
of the nacelles as shown on the plans.
Glue the 1/8" plywood hatch hold-down
plate to the nacelles. Cut the hatch from
3/16" balsa and glue the 1/8" plywood
hatch tongue in place. Mount the hatch
to the nacelle and drill the hatch and the
plywood hold-down plate for the 4-40

PIEZO < GYRO

Tail Lo _k / 30 System

= Dual Rate

« Small Size Piezoslectric
Geramic Gyra

« Low Power Consemption :
Approx 33mA

= Built-In Orift Gancel-Gircuit

» Temperature Compensation

Cireit Telebee Products Ltd.

Electronic Speed

Control [ESC[)

= High Frequency
= High Efficiency
= Soft Start
= Light Weight

Room 2205, Prosper Commercial Building, 9, Yin Chong Street, Mongkok, Kowlaon, Hang Kong.

Tel: (852) 2744 7613
http://www.telebee.com.hk

Fax: (852) 2785 0837

E-mail: hktelebee@hotmail.com
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hatch bolts and blind nuts. Temporarily
mount the retract units to the nacelles
so the blind nuts for the mounting bolts
can be installed. Rough-sand the
nacelles to shape.

Mount the nacelles to the wing, [ did
this by using an aluminum angle that I
bought at the local home improvement
center. Both engines were mounted to
the nacelles and they were then bolted
to the angle using the prop shafts. This
was used to keep both engines with the
nacelles aligned to each other as the
nacelles were fitted and glued to the
wing. Reinforce the nacelle to wing
joint with some fiberglass cloth on the
inside of the nacelles. Install the nacelle
sides, cross braces, and sheeting that go
above the wing.

Final Assembly and Finishing:

Mount the wing to the fuselage, then
build the upper portion of the fuselage
that is fitted to the wing. Some 1" thick
balsa blocks were used to make the gun
turrets. I did this by cutting them to a
3-1/2" circle. A 3/8" hole was drilled in
the center about 1/4" deep, then a
3/8" x 2" long hardwood dowel was
then glued into the hole. Once the glue
dried, the dowel was chucked into my
drill press. [ then used a piece of 100
grit sandpaper cupped in my hand to
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Premium Quality Li-POLY battery Packs & cells !
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2-Cell Lithium Polymer Packs — with JST-BEC conn's
#2LP400 7.4v 400mah LI-POLY pk(18 gmel 0.640z) 518.95
#2LPE50 7.4y 650mAh LI-POLY pk {28 gms! 1 0z} $20.95
#2LPBO0" 7.4v B00mAh Li-POLY pk (34 gms! 1 202} $27.95
#2LP200 7.4v 900mah Li-POLY pk (38 gms! 1.3502)$23.95
£2L.P1200 7.4v 1200 mAh LI-POLY pk (48 gms/1.To2) $25.95
#2LP1500° 7.4v 1500mah LI-POLY pk (82 gmaiz.2oz) $39.95
#2LP1700 7.4v 1700mAh LI-POLY ph (68 gmsi2.4 oz) $31.95
#2ZLP1900 7.4v 1900mAh LI-POLY pk (76 gmsi2.7oz) $34.95

#2LP2200 T.4v 2200mAh LI-POLY pk (88 gmsi13 ox) $38.95
BDU .i R-AM

ON-1ZBC charger  QN-0120C chamer  VRSA | VRE.D
#QN-012BC Fast-Smart Charger (AC) for L-POLY pk. $19.95
#0N-012DC Fast-Smart 12VDC charoer fer Li-POLY pi $19.95

#VR5.4 Voltage Regulator —iimis cusput to 5.4% max  519.95
#VRE.D \fnmw!-gulalnr Ji
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to 6,0v max $19.95

NEW Lithium Polymer cells — with E-Z solder tabs !
#P145 3.7v 145mAh Li-POLYcell (4 gms /013 02) S 595
#P400 3.7v 400mAh LI-POLYcell{9 gms 10.3202) 5 6.95ea
#PES0 3.7v BS0mAh Li-POLY call (14 gms /0.502) § 7.95ea
#PB00" 3.7v B00mAh Li-POLY cell (17 gms /0.6 62) 510.95ea
#P200 3.7v 900mAh LI-POLY call (19 gms/ 0.6702) 5 9.95¢ea
#P1200 3.7v 1200mAR Li-POLY cell (24 gms/0.8502) 510,95 ¢a
#P1500°3.7v 1500mAh LIPOLY c2ll {31 gmst1.102) 515.95ea
#P1700 3.7v 1700 mAh LPOLY coll {34 gmsi1.20z) §12.95ea
#P1900 3.7v 1000 mAR Li-POLY celi(38 grmai 35621513, 950
#P2200 3.7v 2200mAh LI-POLY call 14.95aa

"B & 1500maAh are HIGHER-AMP packs (up to 5C dischargal)
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New H.--CeH e.‘ecrrrc flight Ni-MH packs'
Far park flyars, otc. Shapes: A=Flat; B=twin-stick; C=two rows;
D=four sticks. J5T conn.madd 5300, Deans Uitrs conn.=add 25,
Call # /sixe /mAh | $each 7.2v Bdv 9.6v 10.8v 12.0v
AP-350 1/3AA, 350man $2.50 §23.95 §26.05 §20.95 §32.95 83545
AP-TOD 273N, T00mAL $2.50 53395 526,52 95 $32.95 53595
: ek : W

shape the turret as it was spun in the
drill press. The turrets were mounted to
the fuselage after the fuselage and
turrets were covered using the 3/8"
dowel cut down to about 3/16" long.

Remove the wing from the fuselage
and mount the elevator and rudder
servo in the location shown on the
plans. Build up the elevator and rudder
pushrods, then temporarily install them
to make sure the rudder and elevators
move freely. Install the nose wheel
retract unit so the nose wheel steering
cables can be installed and adjusted.
The engine throttle servos are mounted
inside the nacelles as shown on
the plans.

I covered my A-26 with aluminum
MonoKote. I built a second A-26 in the
Navy's color scheme, which had a dark
blue fuselage and yellow wings which
makes the model much more visible in
flight. Another color scheme that may
be more visible in flight is the
camouflaged scheme used in Vietnam.
If you want a natural metal A-26 1
would recommend you use chrome
MonoKote and scuff it with steel woal
for a more realistic finish. The canopy
and the anti-glare panel in front of the
cockpit are painted with LusterKote.
The stars and bars are trim MonoKote.
The black cat on the nose is a temporary
tattoo that my children got while "Trick
or Treating."

Once you are satisfied with the
finish, reinstall the engines, servos and
all the other equipment necessary to
fly the plane. Balance the plane at the
location shown on the plans with the
landing gear in the UP position. You
may want to use washers behind the
engine mount to giv

N ive o sounle.
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checking both engines using the same
methods. I do all this at home so I don't
feel pressured to fly the plane. This also
gives me a chance to make sure nothing
shakes loose.

I'm right-handed so I start the left
engine first (the one on my rightas I
kneel in front of the airplane) on my
twins. This makes it easier to stay out of
the way of the left engine while I start
the right engine.

Oklahoma's winter weather is rather
strange, one day the high temperature
can be 70 degrees and the next the high
temp might only be 30 degrees. During
one of these warmer days | was able to
get the engines run and tuned up at my
house. After a brief spell of colder
weather we had a beautiful day for test
flying so 1 decided to go for it after
work. At the flying field I assembled
my A-26, did a range check on the radio
and fueled up for its first flight. I started
up the engines and checked to make
sure the engines ran okay on the ground,
then [ taxied to the end of the runway. 1
gradually opened up the throttles, and
after about a 100 foot roll and at about
3/4 throttle, I started to gradually feed
in up elevator and my A-26 eased into
the air after another 50 feet or so. [ did
not retract the landing gear right away
as [ was afraid the C.G. shift would be
drastic, so I climbed to a safe altitude
while [ checked the trim. I was
pleasantly surprised to find I did not
need any aileron trim but I did need to
feed in quite a bit of up elevator trim. At
a safe altitude I retracted the landing
gear and found that [ needed to remove
almost all the up elevator trim and the

plane really started to move out. I

1'111'-"\9.':1.']_:." E % }r tr nkg.ulig‘r.-lr’:;;(.ﬁf“r tha
HR




3 entire roll induced by the dead engine
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but I had no trouble keeping the plane
would like to invite you to our under control and I was happy with how

it was flying with one engine
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