o one remembers the Kingfisher

except those guys who were

plucked out of the sea after their

more glamorous Helleats and Cor-
sairs let them down, or the lonely G.I.'s sta-
tioned all over the Pacific who got their val-
ued letters from home in mail sacks tossed
out of the observer's hatch. Yet, to most, it
still remains a rather obscure aircraft. Sur-
prisingly though, this aircraft played an im-
portant role in basic airframe design by being
the first aircraft to feature a nonbuckling fu-
selage. The Kingfisher pioneered the, then
new, spot welding technique, thus enabling
the construction of a strong monocoque fuse-
lage resulting in substantial weight savings.

Originally designed as an observation air-
craft for battleships and cruisers, the King-
fisher became a master at such diverse duties
as rescue, reconnaissance and anti-submarine
patrol along with their primary function of
directing naval gunnery barrages which ac-
companied troop landings.

One can imagine the jolting experience it
must have been to be launched off a battle-
ship catapult with the same charge as that
used to fire a naval five inch shell. Upon re-
turning to its battleship, the Kingfisher
would land in the slick created by the mother
ship’s sudden turn to-port or starboard. Af-
ter securing to a trailing line the little scout
would be hoisted aboard by one of the deck
cranes.

Of notable exception to the mundane day-
in, day-out scouting and patrolling was the
aerial victory over a Japanese Zero which oc-
curred while directing bombardment gunfire
just before the invasion of Iwo Jima. She
might have been slow, but she was maneu-

verable and sometimes deadly. "

The model of the Kingfisher is done in a Rubber scale=
3/4” = 12" which results in a span of 27
inches. I chose to build the pre-war version,

OS2U-1, primarily because the Navy had -, -

such an attractive color scheme at that time. In Is e r

These colors are available in domestic or Jap- - .

anese tissue which eliminates the need for

spray painting. My model represents an i

0S2U-1 Kingfisher from the battleship Mis- : = =

sissippi. Bv Mike Midkiff
The colors used on this model are: fuselage :

and wing bottoms - light grey; stabilizer, rud-

der and rear tail cone - blue; and, top surface : (SR .
GEiha s vellow: in Sndh s usite white Take your choice: floats or wheels. This

strips on the fuselage, cowl,and wings. My gorgeous freeflight rendition offers both.
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model has interchangeable floats and landing
gear. The prints show either method of con-
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The center float pylons plug into the fuselage and are retained by rubber  Three pieces of celluloid make up the observer's canopy. It helps simulate the
bands. The wing floats should be as light as possible. appearance of sliding hatches which telescope into one another.
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struction, but the float version requires an 8
inch diameter prop whereas the land version
should be at least 10 inch diameter.

Construction

Start construction with the fuqelage by
‘building two identical framework sides, later
joining with the appropriate cross pieces.
Note that the engine cowl is built separately
and is joined after covering. Glue all of the
top, side, and bottom formers in place, as
well as those which form the front and rear
canopy frames. Add all the bottom, side and

vefnt buckling of'iha ﬁt:mgg;« '

eads GIuEmplacetie :

'l‘issue Govering i

 Sand lightly all the structures which get

- covered ‘and apply two coats of full strength
‘dope. Sand lightly after each coat dries to re-

move the balsa fuzz which stands up after

the dope dries. Dope a third coat on all the
- outlines of each structure where the tissue
‘will cover it. Cover the stab and rudder as-

sembly with one piece per side. Cover each
wing panel bottom with one piece; how_e-ver.
the top of each panel will require two pieces
due to the dihedral break. The fuselage can

 be ¢overed in four pieces if you happen to be

using good wet strength, Jap tissue, and the
tissue if moistened before each piece is ap-
phed

After all of the structures are covered, wa-
ter shrink all tissued areas. Dope the fuselage

‘top stringers which are medium hard 'he X N

%52 balsa. Add the Y1s wrap-around sheetmg :

between formers #4 and #5, the s wing base
_plates, the landing gear and/or float tube
sheeting along with the two /s D mbes for
the float pylons.
'Fill in the two top turtle back areas with

= K.softs ifs2 sheet. Build up the cowl by joining
- the #2 and #3 formers with four pieces of o
e sheet

X Ya stub stringers. Wrap this wit
and add the two front cowl ring

~ locate the two aluminum wing mount tubes;

 the front tube is 316 ID and the rear tube
faz 1D. Also locate and glue in place the

wing gussets aiﬁd tip fi@at su
 tubes if used,
Fl LWNG MQE‘ELS f

- ID main LG tube. Finally, shape‘ﬁmd'hﬂﬂuw.: ,
 out the _rear fimeiage cone and glue in pi&ee, -

ler, otherwise use 4 10 in 'hﬁi&rﬂeim pmpel.

ler, The landing gear springs open to assem-
~ ble into the tube below the wing, ‘and therear
. struts plug into the rear tube. On the float

' between the top stm;gers."
: : s attach. Carve and assemble
’:balsa biucks to ;_fmnt and rear of the float,
- and sand these blocks to final shape. :
~ Make the wing tip floats from very light
 balsa or expanded polystyrene foam and hol-
- low out to make as light as possible. Glue the
sz wire float struts and braces into the float.
Be sure that the two main struts pass
through the float and are secure on the bot-
- tom. Use card stock or thin balsa for the
‘E‘Strut fmmgs -

full size Kingfisher.

version, the float plugs into the bottom of the

~ fuselage and is held on with six rubber bands

which simulate the support cabling on the
e wing tip floats sim-
ply plug into the four tubes built into each
wing panel,

 Detail

The pre-war ms;gmas are spray pambed us-
ing an air brush. The heavy biack lines are
done with black tissue strips and the thin

lines {aileron and flap separation, etc.) are

done with a fine point “‘sharpie’’ marker, Ex-
haust stacks and steps are built from alumi-
num tubing. Window framing is done with
two layers of appropriate colored tissue us- -
ing spray adhesive to attach. The antenna is

‘made from sz plywood

Flying
The land plane version uses four loops of s

_rubber approximately 1'% times as long as '

the distance from the prop to the rear peg.
Trim the model with a slight amount of wash
out on the left wing and a little more on the
right wing. Check to see that there is approx-
znately two degreas decaiage between the

e u“tt _has'_adal tachave '




line zhangés must be made. For
"flef§ rudder is needed for a g.ot;zd

‘t.(n.*qiae causes the left wmg ﬂn,_ gin”.
With the power burst, the model will skim
forward on the main and left float. If the : ap-
 propriate right water rudder is set correctly,
the model will travel relatively ralght untall
the wings level out and she m 31;1(3&}‘151 lifts
_ off the water. The seaplane version may fly
B‘l‘ll}’ 25-30 seconds after breaking water, but
seeing the Kingfisher in its water element,
circling and dropping lower for a soft water
landing will definitely bring back a new and
ﬁhnllmg dimension to rubber scaie ﬂymg,




