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H O TS by CEASAR LATTE

from Midwest Products

The one to beat in fun-fly aircraft.

HAT DOES it take to make a
successful design? That ques-
tion has probably been asked

over and over again by kit manufacturers
who need something to keep modelers
buying their products. If there is a
formula for this, Midwest Products*
must have it. Their great line of Stik kits
is almost legendary, as the Stiks are
among the most popular designs around.
+ They are sport models that build easily
and fly just great. You can hardly visit a
flying field without seeing one of their
kits being put through its paces by all
levels of modelers.

When a company like Midwest Pro-
ducts has such an established reputation,
you can rightly assume that anything
new by them has to be given a lot of
forethought. Naturally they want models
that fly. But more than that, they want
something that will fill a need and not
become obsolete overnight. It has to be a
design that can stand on its own and yet
not be directly competitive with the sales
of their existing line. Enter the Hots.

When the Hots first hit the pages of
Model Airplane News in April 1984 it
soon became a best seller in plans.
Modelers liked the simplicity, versatility,

Type: Fun-Fly Sport
Wingspan: 48 inches

Wing Area: 468 square inches
Weight: 3 to 4 pounds
Radio: 3-4 channels

Power: .25 to .45

photos by LOUIS V. DeFRANCESCO JR.

and flyability of the design. It could be
built in a short amount of time, was
adaptable to a wide range of engine sizes,
and was inexpensive. Bingo. Midwest
got the Hots.

The ads I'd seen for the Hots put me in
line for one of the first to arrive at my
local hobby shop. When it did I could
hardly wait to put it together. I had
witnessed first-hand the performance of
this airplane by M.A.N.’s Editor Dan
Santich, who designed it, and it was just
one of those airplanes | had to have. Well
now I did.

THE KIT. When you open the box,
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you had better plug in your MonoKote
iron at the same time! Believe me, you
will be ready to cover it almost that fast.
The plans are well done and easy to read.
Complementing them is an illustrated,
step-by-step instruction sheet that leaves
nothing to your imagination.

The hardware package included with
the kit is very complete and includes a
dural landing gear and nylon engine
mount.

CONSTRUCTION. The first thing
that will strike you is the relatively few
parts there are to the kit. In fact, there are
so few parts I had the fuselage framed in
less than an hour. In another hour I had
the wing done. The stab pieces are
already shaped for you, so all you have
to do is give them a final sanding before
you glue them in place.

When you have the fuselage framed
and are ready to mount the wing, re-
member to install the fuel tank. If you
don’t do it then, you’ll later wish you

The Hots will go together fast, out-fly anything at the field, and still fit in a Honda.

From the kit to the assembled aircraft
requires minimum construction time.

had! Getting it in after the plane is built
will require the removal of the landing
gear block and supports, and then re-
installing them.

This is a one-piece airplane, meaning
that the wing stays on. Access to the
radio and servos is through a hatch on
the bottom. Make a cutout in the lower
center section of the wing aft of the spar
and mount your servos there on the
hardwood rails provided.

When it is all framed and ready to
cover, double-check it for alignment and
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MIDWEST HOTS

the absence of any warps in the flying
surfaces. You want it to be as straight
and true as possible. Give it a good
sanding job, wipe it down to remove the
dust, and you're ready to cover. At this
point in time you should have about 4 to
6 hours invested. Not bad.

I used the color scheme that Midwest
uses in their box label and ads, and it is
easy to do, as well as being a real
attention-getter. Super MonoKote is my
choice of iron-on covering and some

careful thought and cutting will yield a
beautiful result. The multi-color pattern
was very simple to do by overlapping the
different colors 4 inch and sealing the
edges with an iron. 1 fuel-proofed the
inside of the model completely with clear
dope and then installed my radio and the
pushrods.

Another great thing about the Hots is
that it will take any of the radios on the
market. You can even use a 3-channel set
if you can do without rudder. I used my
trusty 4-channel Futaba, the standard 28
Series servos, and a 500-mAh flat battery

pack that fit under the fuel tank perfectly.

To power this model 1 had a brand
new O.S. 35FP from Great Planes
Model Dist.* 1 had run a few tanks
through it on a test-stand and it went
onto the front end of the Hots perfectly.
The balance was slightly tail-heavy, so I
added a few ounces to the nose and it was
right on. Even with the added weight, it
still came out at only 3'4 pounds!

| had probably spent less time building
this model than anything 1 had pre-
viously done, and yet there it was, ready
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glues.

Simply send $3.00 to:

Byron Originals®P.O. Box 279¢Ida Grove, lowa 51445

- We Set Standards for Model Aviation!

Full Line
Catalog!

One glance through our catalog will prove why Byron
Originals is recognized for quality the world over! And
since one picture is worth a thousand words, we have
packed this catalog full of not only color and black and
white photos, but highly descriptive illustrations as well.

You’ll be pleased to see that many new products and
improvements have joined our family of scale aircraft,
propulsion systems and related accessories.

And talk about value for your dollars! Check our
factory direct prices for the most competitive pricing in the
from our kits and exclusive accessories to
standard hobby items, such as finishing materials and

Don’t delay! Order your Byron Originals catalog today.
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Easy to use one part, no mix, paint system. No
mixing. No waiting. Fast drying and extremely fuel
proof. Formulated just for the modeler. It covers
most surfaces, paints and resins. Send for your
free instruction brochure.

BUY IT, YOU'LL LIKE IT!
SIG MFG. CO., ...... Montezuma, IA 50171

ARGENTINA

IMPORTING—EXPORTING

*IMPORTER/DISTRIBUTOR: With com-
plete sales organization covering the
whole country, wants to receive all offers
about the HOBBY.
We represent the interests of more than 40
international firms on an exclusive basis.
*EXPORTER: Very good connections with
potential shops/customers from other
Latin-American countries.

LET US KNOW YOUR

OFFER OR REQUEST

MONUMENTAL DEL PLATA SA
Canning 119 (1414) Buenos Aires
Argentina Phone: 855-9023/8152

“Matched Performance System”
for TOP PERFORMANCE
K&B ENGINES
Airplane Marine
K&B FUELS K&B GLOW PLUGS
9 Blends 4 Choices

“Matched Finish System”
for BEST APPEARANCE
K&B FIBERGLASS CLOTH K&B Micro-Balloons FILLER
K&B SUPER POXY RESIN K&B SUPER POXY THINNER
K&B SUPER POXY PRIMER  K&B SUPER POXY PAINT
K&B MIXING CUPS

K&B MANUFACTURING
12152 Woodruff Avenue
Downey, California 90241

MIDWEST HOTS

to go. I put my Futaba on charge and
spent the next three hours tossing and
turning in bed, wondering how it was
going to fly. If it flew half as well as I had
seen Dan fly his, 1 would be happy.

FLYING. Everything was double-
checked: controls, direction, engine,
radio range check, and pulse (I do get
excited!). Fueled-up, I primed the O.S.,
put the battery to it, and it was running in
just a few flips. I checked the engine for
power and idle and taxied out. Lined up
for takeoff,  advanced the throttle and it
was flying in less than 10 feet. I quickly
learned that the Hots will fly and fly well
at less then half throttle on a .35-sized
engine.

I took it around the field a few laps
and felt comfortable with it. Although it
was very responsive, it did exactly what I
told it, nothing more. Settled down now,
1 put it through loops, rolls, spins, snaps,
inverted snaps, stalls, wing-overs, figure
eights, and everything I could think of.
The Hots was right there every time,
doing anything and everything. | made
some low passes upright and inverted
simulating a limbo, and I know now why
Dan has done so well in fun-flies with his.
It is as solid a flying airplane as I've ever
flown. Throttled back with the controls
neutral, it will almost hover.

I throttled back and set up a glide for
landing and I could nearly walk along-
side of it. It touched down on three
points, rolled about 5 feet, and stopped,
straight ahead.

In summary, if you want an airplane
that will go together fast, out-fly any-
thing at your field, and still fit in your
Honda, the Hots is for you. Way to go,
Midwest! The Hots is a winner.

THELONG - STRONG
NEEDLE VALVE

SUPER TIGRE ENGINES
(.29-.65)

HARRY B. HIGLEY & SONS, INC.

60425

P. O. BOX 532, GLENWOOD, ILL.,

] 2 CHANNEL  y9rgy
| PISTOL GRIP WHEEL izt
= R/Con27MHZ

% 2 CHANNEL PISTOL GRIP
WHEEL R/C ON 27MGHZ. EASY
HANDLING FOR HIGH SPEED
RACERS, WITH 2 HIGH TORQUE
SERVOS, BATTERY BOX,
RECEIVER, AND SWITCH

HARNESS. - $5995

346 Bergen Ave. Jersey City. N.J. 07304 Dept

| orders only |
Phone (201) 332-8100 call toll "E\é 1 8%523%?:9[!(

Please add $5 00 shipping and handhing charge to pay
ment of your order in personal check money order
cer'ified check COD o1 acceptable major credit card

(include account number and expiration date)
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1935 1985 50 th
Anniversary

FLOATPLANE

Imported , ¢y .
FROM Canadian Mist.

Order an authentic, 1/24 scale miniature replica
DeHavilland Beaver floatplane. The bright yellow
model with 24" wing span comes in 26 snap-together
pieces for easy assembly.

Send $14.95 via check or money order to:
Canadian Floatplane Offer, Dept. 4200

1975 Wisconsin Avenue, Grafton, Wisconsin 53024




